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| The Most Dramatic Event : 


In the World's History 


By Evangelist John Linton 
328 Belle Isle View, Riverside, Windsor, Canada 


“They shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory.”—Matt. 24:30. 


If ever a wondrous sight was 
seen on this earth, surely this 
second coming of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, arrayed in the majesty of 
the Godhead and accompanied by 
myriads of His admiring saints, 
will eclipse anything ever wit- 
nessed by angels or by men. 

Be it known that Jesus Christ 
has never been seen by this world 
except in disguise. In the theo- 
phanies of the Old Testament He 
appeared to men in the guise of 
an angel—the Angel of the Lord. 
In the days of His incarnation He 
appeared before men in human 
form as the Babe of Bethlehem, 
the boy Jesus in the temple, and 
as Jesus, the prophet of Nazareth: 


“Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; 
Hail, Incarnate Deity.” 


But mark this, His Deity was 
incarnate, was imprisoned, was 
disguised in a body of flesh, and 
emptied of the glory He had 
shared with the Father from eter- 
nity. 

As one has said, “If once when 
He was on earth He had unveiled 
His glory, mstead of blind eyes 
being healed all vision would have 
been extinguished. No human eye 
could have endured it.” 


This witness is true. One look 
at the glorified Christ and Saul 
of Tarsus was. stricken blind. 
When John on Patmos saw the 
Lord of glory whose countenance 
shone as the sun, John fell at His 
feet as a man struck dead. And 
one momentous day yet to come, 
this same Jesus, clothed in apoca- 
lyptic splendor, will break the seal 
of the skies, will end the silence 
of the centuries, and before the 
awed millions of earth’s inhabit- 
ants, will reveal Himself as The 
Mighty God, The _ Everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. As 
the divinely appointed and anoint- 
ed ruler of the kingdoms of this 
world, He will reign on earth for 
one thousand years. 


The Second Coming of Christ 
Is an Absolute Certainty 


And this because of His prom- 
ise. Over and over again in the 
plainest Janguage known to mor- 
tals God declares that Jesus 
Christ will return a second time 
to this earth. Now God is not 
slack concerning His promise as 
some men are. Men make a prom- 
ise, but hecause of, inabi litv, fickle- 


do not fulfill then word. But in- 
ability is no part of the character 
of a God omnipotent. Fickleness 
dis unknewn of the God of Jacob 
who changeth~ not. Forgetfulness 
is imnossible with the Omniscient 
One. Death cannot overtake The 
LBternal, 

S.faithfully fulfilled all 
hecics made concerning 
times past. He promised to child- 
less Sarah a son, and that son 
came. He promised a flood in 


Noah’s day, and geology provides 
“evidence of the deluge. He prom- 


ised fire from Heaven upon Sodom 
and Gomorrah, and archaeology 
can point you to the ruins of that 
overthrow. He promised David a 
throne, 


forgetfulness or death they : 


and David sat on it. He}: 


Titus and Vespasian laid it in the ss 


dust. He promised the dispersion 
of the Jew, and every Jew we 
meet on the streets of our cities 
is concrete evidence that God 
keeps His word. ; 

He promised to send Jesus 


(Continued on page 6) 


Dr. John Linton ~ 


The True og 2 


The Christian Religion Involves Four Great 


Facts: 
a: 
re 


3. 
Debt 


4, 


God 


An Infallible Bible to Tell Us God’s Truth 
Mankind Is Guilty, Sinful, Lost 
Christ Died As Our Substitute, Paid Our 


One Who Personally Trusts in Christ for 
Forgiveness Is Saved, Converted, Born of, 


By Missionary Norman Lewis | 
Santiago 965, Rosario, Argentina 


“Moreover, brethren, I 
which I preached unto you, 


declare unto you the gospel 
which also ye have received, 


and wherein ye stand; By which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in memory what I preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. For I delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ died for our sins 
according to the scriptures; And that he was buried, and 
that he rose again the third day according to the scriptures.” 


—I Cor. 15:1-4 


What is the primitive Christian 
religion, that which is original, 
that which is from God? We are 
interested in the religion which 
Christ taught; more, the religion 
Christ died and rose again in order 
to establish. What is the true 
Gospel? Of what then does that 
religion consist? Of what 
composed ? { 


The above verses atte te a, 


laration of the Apostle Paul re- 
garding this vital matter. Paul 
here presents: four -basic- elements 
which make up the “Christian re- 
ligion and the true Gospel. 


Billy Grahams Crusade— , , 
How Many Really Saved 
In San Francisco Meet? 


Very Few Churches Got Members From 


the Cards Sent Them. 


Only 1,300 of 26,698 Inquirers Were Not 


Already Ghureh Members or Adherents. 


Churches. 


Stayed Catholic. 


Only 200 of These Outsiders Then Joined 


Of 1,335 Catholic Inquirers ‘‘Nearly All” 


By the Editor 


The Bible plainly warns, again 
and again, that not all of those 
who make professions of faith are 
truly saved. Jesus plainly said, 
“Not every one that saith unto 
me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into 
the kingdom of heaven .. .” and 
He says that to many “I will pro- 
fess unto them, I never knew 
you: depart from me, ye that 
work. iniquity” (Matt. 7:21, 23). 
Jesus said that Satan sows tares 
among the wheat, which look like 
wheat but are not. He said that 
some gospel seed falls on stony 
ground and that while it may 
sprout at once, it represents those 
who “have no root in themselves,”’ 
are not truly converted. We are 
solemnly warned, ‘‘Make your call- 
ing and election sure” (II Pet. 1: 
10). 

Even the Lord Jesus had Judas, 
an unconverted traitor, among the 
twelve. I am saying that not all 


—_ 
——— 


who profess to be saved are saved. 
Not all who come forward in a 
revival, not all who join churches 
outside of revival, not all who live 
a good moral life are truly saved. 
That is true in revivals and that 
is true outside of revivals. It is 
probably more often true in 
churches that do not have re- 
vivals than in churches that do 
have revivals. 


I think we can say that where 
the preaching against sin is more 
powerful, and more empowered of 
God, there is more likely to be 
genuine repentance and turning 
from sin to Christ. It seems axio- 
matic that where the preaching 
and teaching are more nearly true 
to Christ in their content and 
their context, and in the power 
of the Gospel, that the proportion 


(Continued on page 9) 


is it 
-| Himself to us in the Holy Bible. 
| ‘This book tells us that which God 


1, The Holy Scriptures: Our 
Basis of Information 
Twice in these compact lines the 
apostle affirms that the tremen- 
dous events which occurred took 


place “according to the - scrip- 
tures.” On derful fact!~God has 
spokéy i 4s. “He has revealed 


desires us to understand. So ex- 
actly is this the case that Paul 
Writes: “All scripture is given by 


‘inspiration of God, and is profit- 


able for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in 
righteousness” (II Tim. 3:16). 


to Christians who only recently 
had come to know Jesus Christ. 
To..them.he says: “For this cause 


ing, because, when ye received the 
word of God which ye heard of 
us, ye received it not as the word 
of men, but as it is in truth, the 
word of God, which effectually 
worketh also in you that believe” 


21.1 Thess. 2:13). 


promised the destruction of Baby- | # 


lon, and where is Babylon today? 


He promised the destruction of |® 


Herod’s Temple in Jerusalem, and 


cog LORIN Ratt: tea The AER tl tS TLE CS LOE TN EL IL ‘ 


or 


And what foes | the, Sonyof God 


_ “say! on this ‘subject? ‘Listen care- 


fully. These are His words: 
“Search the scriptures; for in 
them ye think ye have eternal life: 
and they are they which testify of 
me” (John 5:39). All parts of 
the Holy Scriptures point to 
Christ, whom to know aright is 
life eternal. 

My friend, have you 


(Continued on page 4) 


also thank we,God withotit' ceas- | 


really | 


Criumph All the Way 


N\ By T. DeWitt Talmage, 1832-1902 


“There shalt not any man be able to stand before theé 


all the days of thy life.” 


Moses was dead. A _ beautiful 
tradition says the Lord kissed him, 
and in that act drew forth the 
soul of the dying lawgiver. He had 
been buried, only one Person at 
the funeral, the same One who 
kissed him. But God never takes. 
a man away from any place of 
usefulness until he has some one 
ready to replace him. ‘The Lord 
does not go looking around amid a 
great variety of candidates to find 


Dr. T, DeWitt Talmage 


—Joshua 1:5. 


someone especially fitted for the 
vacated position. He MAKES a man 
for that place. : 
Mosés has passed off ‘the stabe 
j}and Joshua, the héro, puts his foot 
on the platform of history ‘so solid- 
ly that all the ages echo with.the 
tread. He was a magnificent 
fighter, but he always fought on 
the right side, and he never fought. 
unless God told him to fight. He 
got his military equipment from 
God, who gave him the promise at 
the start: “There shall’ not any 
man be able to stand before thee 
all the days of thy life.” God ful- 
filled this promise, although Josh- 
ua’s first battle was with the 
spring freshet; the next with a 
stone wall; the next, leading on 
a regiment of whipped cowards, 
and the next battle against dark- 
ness, wheeling the sun and the 
moon into his battalion, and the 
last, against the King of Terrors, 
Death—five great victories. 


Crossing the Flooded Jordan 


As a rule, when the general of 
an army starts out in a war he 
would like to have a small battle 
in order that he may get his own 
courage up and rally his troops 
and get them drilled for greater 


| conflicts; but the first undertak-. 


(Continued on page 4) 
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Elisha Saves Two 


ry By Aunt Joy 


Boys - Slavery 


II Kings 4:1-7 


In the land of Israel there were 
both rich and poor people. Elisha, 
the prophet, visited both. He 
‘listened to their troubles and help- 
ed them as much as he could. 
Many people loved him and looked 
forward to his visits. 


In one home where Elisha some- 
times visited there were two fun- 
loving little boys. Their father had 
been one of the young prophets 
who loved and served the true 
God. Since their father’s death, 
their mother had not been able 
to make a living for them. 


One day a stern man stopped 
at the ‘door to collect all the 
money the family owed. Because 
the poor widow had no money to 
give Him, the man said, “I will 
return later. If you do not have 
the money then, I will take your 
two sons to be my slaves.” 

The poor woman did not know 
what to do. She had no money 
and it would be impossible to earn 
that much money. She did not 
- know anyone who would lend her 
what was needed. As she tried to 
decide what to do, she remember- 
ed the prophet Elisha. At once 
she hurried to him with her story. 

Elisha listened as the woman 
said, “You know my husband lov- 
ed and served the Lord. Now that 
he is dead, we have no money to 
pay the bills. Unless I can get 
the money right away, my sons 
will be taken as slaves.” 

How much Elisha wanted to 


help! He asked, “What do you 
have in your house?” 
The woman answered, “I have 


nothing but a pot of oil.” 

The prophet knew that would 
be enough if she followed his ad- 
vice. He said, “Go home and bor- 
row from your neighbors all the 
jars and pots and bowls they will 
lend you. Take these containers 
home. After you have closed your 
door, pour oil from your pot into 
all these you have borrowed. When 
one is full, set it aside and fill 
another.” 

The widow ran to her neighbors 
as fast as she could and borrowed 
many jars, pots, and bowls. The 
boys carried them to their house. 
Then she closed the door just as 
Elisha had said. 

The boys looked at the roomful 


of jars and asked, “Mother, what 
are you going to do with all 
these?” 


She told them what Elisha had 
said. They brought her one jar 
after another and she filled each 


container from her small pot of 
oil. They lifted and carried, lifted 
and carried, 


Finally their mother said, 
“Bring me another jar.” 


“All the jars are full,’ the boys 
told her. 


Every container was full of oil, 
but the widow’s pot of oil was 
just as full as it had been when 
she started. 

At once the widow hurried to 
tell Elisha what had happened. 
She said, “I have filled every jar, 
pot, and bowl I could borrow. 
Still I have oil left.” 

“Go and sell the oil and pay 
your bills,’ Elisha told her. ‘You 
and your sons will be able to live 
on the.money that is left over.” 

How thankful the woman was! 
The boys and their mother were 
very happy. Now they would not 
have to be separated. They knew 
God had taken care of them in 
their need. More than ever they 
loved God and wanted to serve 
him. 

(From EGERMEIER’S BIBLE 
STORY BOOK, by Elsie E. Eger- 
meier, The Warner Press, Ander- 
son, Indiana, Deluxe edition, $5.25; 
standard edition, $3.95. Used by 
permission. ) 

a * *K 

MEMORY VERSE: “Jesus said 
unto him, If thou canst believe, 
all things are possible to him that 
believeth” (Mark 9:23). 

at SS * 


I want you to know how much 
I have enjoyed the fine letters 
you wrote me during March. It 
was such a joy to hear about when 
you were. saved, to learn about 
your families, and to learn a little 
more about you. I just wish I 
could write each one of you a 
personal letter and say thank you. 
But since I got so many letters, 
that is impossible. I hope you are 
enjoying the bullet pencils we sent 
during March Letter Month. 

Now, here is a true story I 
know you will enjoy! 


“Now’s Your Chance, Lord” 


The following true story is told 
by Mrs. Howard Taylor, daughter- 
in-law of Hudson Taylor, a great 
missionary in China. 

In the province of Honan, 
China, a great work has been done 
among the children, several boys 
and girls being in attendance at 
the mission school. During a cer- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


A new physical education center was dedicated 
during the annual spring Bible Conference at Bob 


Jones University. Dr. Bob Jones, 


president, placed the building into service in a brief 


ceremony on April 2, Alumni Day. 


‘The gymnasium occupies thirty thousand square 
feet of land on the main campus adjoining the | 
athletic field. An interesting architectural feature 
of the new edifice is its curved roof built on lami- 
nated wood arches 150 feet in span. The walls are 
of cream brick similar to that used in other Uni- 
versity buildings. Large areas of glass are used 
in the arched end walls, and glass panels face the 
foyer and the southeastern exposure of the natatori- 


um wing. 


University 


Jr., 


—— 


The upper floor of the two-story structure con- 
tains basketball courts and seating for more than 
2.500 spectators. Also included on the upper floor 
are the lecture classrooms, game and exercise rooms, 


and offices for the physical education faculty. 


feet. 


On the lower level are a regulation-size swims 
ming pool, locker and shower rooms, steam rooms, 
and equipment storage: facilities. 
pool is designed for racing, water polo, and other 
_sports with standard one-meter 
diving boards. A modern heating and filtration sys- 
tem cleans and circulates the water continuously at 
a comfortable temperature throughout the pool, 
which ranges in depth from thirty inches to twelve 


The swimming’ 


and’ three-meter 


tain season of the year, it becomes 
necessary for the missionaries to 
go to the coast for a rest. While 
they are absent, the native teach- 
ers carry on the work. 


It was during the absence of the 
missionaries that a native “teach- 


jer, a Miss Tao, taught a little-Mo- 


hammedan girl'to pray. The child 
and the teacher ‘ soften prayed to- 
gether in the name of Jesus. Thus 
the little girl learfied to trust Him 
as her Saviour. 


When, however, 
pray at home, she 
uous opposition and “bitter persecu- 
tion; Her grandfather, a proud old 
Mohammedan, was “not going to 
have any such doings” in his 
house. Therefore when he found 
her praying he would become very 
angry, and would beat her and 
even kick her; but she was not 
discouraged. She persevered in 
prayer, in spite of the persecu- 
tion, praying that her mother and 
her grandfather might be saved. 

China at this time was much 
distressed by roving bandits, who, 
posing as soldiers, roamed through 
the country, seizing what they 
wanted and forcing the people to 
give them supplies. The child’s 
grandfather had suffered much 
from the depredations of one of 
these bands. 

One day when he happened to 
be walking on the wall of his 
city, he spied in the distance, to 
his great dismay, that same band 
of “sold¥ers” returning. He knew 
that they would come to his place, 
as he was wealthier than most 
of his neighbors. What could he 
do? He knew that it was no use 
to appeal to the government; 
neither would locked doors be any 
defense. Suddenly he thought of 
the little girl. Why, of course! Did 
not she pray? 

Hurrying to his home, he seiz- 
ed the child by the arm, shook 
her roughly, and said: ‘Those 
soldiers are coming back. You say 
God answers prayer. If ever you 
prayed, pray now. Pray that they 
may not come into our house.” 
With this, he pushed her into a 
vacant room and shut the door. 

Thus the little girl (she was 
only eight years old) found herself 
alone. Was she tearful or fright- 
ened? Her mother in an adjoining 
apartment heard her pray: ‘‘Heav- 
enly Father, I am so happy—so 
thankful, because my grandfather 
has told me to pray. Always be- 
fore this he beat me and kicked 
me if I prayed; but now he has 
told me to pray. Heavenly Fath- 
er, now’s Your chance. Show 
grandfather that You do answer 
prayer. Don’t let those soldiers 
come to our house.” She finished 
her prayer in the name of the 
Lord Jesus. 

In the meantime, what was hap- 
pening? The soldiers were much 
nearer, and the grandfather could 
see them coming straight toward 
his house. Would anything hap- 
pen? Would God keep them out? 
Nearer and nearer they came until 
the leader drew up his horse im- 
mediately before the open door 
leading into the court. Suddenly 
a very unexpected thing happened. 
The horse refused to go in! The 
rider beat him, kicked him, dug 
his spurs into him, but all to no 
avail. The-horse reared and plung- 
ed, and jumped sidewise, but no 
amount of persuasion or force 
could make him enter that door. 
Then the rider, turning to his 
men, shouted: “Why this place 
must be full of demons! We can’t 
see them but the horse can. Not 


How we thank God for home 
and rest! Thursday, March 19, Mrs. 
Rice and my secretary drove with 
me to Danville for an all-day con- 
ference on revival, Daytime serv- 
ices were at the Fowler Avenue 
Baptist Church morning and af- 
ternoon. In the evening the First 
Baptist Church down town was 
packed for the double service when 
both Dr. Bob Jones and I spoke. It 
was a time of blessing with crowds 
there from far and near, from 
middle Illinois and Indiana. Night 
in our motel rooms, then up early 
to breakfast and to drive ninety 
miles to Indianapolis for Friday, 
March 20. 


The services on Friday were at 
the Baptist Temple in Indianapo- 
lis. Brother Ford Porter of the 
Berean Baptist Church as well as 
Brother Dixon and the Bible Bap- 
tist Fellowship sponsored the con- 
ference. There was a big crowd 
with more than seventy preachers 
during the day. Meals were fur- 
nished by the Baptist Temple. Dr. 
Bob Jones, Sr., spoke in the morn- 
ing, Evangelist Carlyle Scott and 
this editor spoke in the afternoon, 
Dr. Jones and I both spoke in the 
evening, There was a deep moving 
of the Spirit. The house was 
packed to the doors with chairs in 
the aisles.« 


We drove home that night, ar- 
riving at Wheaton slightly after 
2:00 a.m. Then work on Saturday 
on THE SWORD OF THE LORD and 
other urgent matters and then on 
Sunday morning I flew to Spring- 
field, Missouri, was met there and 
was driven to Jacksonville, [llinois, 
where I spoke three times on Sun- 
day in the Central Baptist Church. 
In the afternoon a great radio ral- 
ly featured the 5,222nd_ radio 
broadeast of Rev. E. L. Banta. It 
was a joy to take part. We saw 
two saved during the-day, met 
many friends, felt God’s. presence. 
Then up at 5:30 on Monday we 
drove the forty miles to the 
Springfield, Illinois airport and 


flew to Chicago where Mrs. Rice. 


met me, 


Now for a week and a half I 
will be at home. I preach in the 
Calvary Baptist Church Wednes- 
day night and on Sunday, will 
work about nine hours of the day 
in the office, but find great joy in 
sleeping in my own bed, eating 
at my own table, resting at regu- 
lar hours. At first I was very, very 
tired, but two good night’s sleep 


one of you go in there! Not one of 


4you go in!” And he turned his 


horse and led his men to another 
part of the city. 


The next day, the old Moham- 
medan appeared at the_ mission 
with tears in his eyes. “To think,” 
said he, “that that little girl was 
right all the time, and I was 
wrong. Teach me about the God 
that answers prayer like that. 
Teach me to pray.” 


(From 40 STORIES FOR YOU TO 
TELL, by Gladys Mary Talbot. Moody 
Press, Chicago 10, Illinois, Used by per- 
mission.) 


have helped me a great deal and 
I thank God for home and the 
work here. 


Radio Sermons During April 
on Hell 


Our nation-wide radio broadcast 
is titled “Voice of Revival.” We 
feel that we ought to have not 
merely mild Bible teaching, com- 
fort for the sad, nice food for fat, 
lazy saints. We believe there ought 
to be, besides constructive help for 
Christians, strong _— preaching 
against sin, a call to repentance, 
warnings of the results of sin, of 
the wrath of God, of judgment and 
Hell. We know that the kind of 
evangelism which God has used ta 
bring a moral revolution, a genu- 
ine deep-seated revival, has been 
evangelism that obeyed the Scrip- 
tures “to reprove, rebuke, exhort 
with all longsuffering and doc< 
trine” (II Tim. 4:2), and the coms 
mand, “Cry aloud, spare not,... 
and shew my people their trans- 
gression, and the house of Jacob 
their sins’ (Isa. 58:1). So during 
the month of April we have felt 
led to preach on Hell. Pray that 
God will bring conviction to sin- 
ners and that God will stir up 
among Christians a deep compas- 
sion for the lost and urgent desire 
to see men saved. God send a re- 
vival! 

We know that some are offend- 
ed by such plain Bible preaching, 
even as they are offended in great 
revivals. But let us pray that God 
will use His Word as a sword to 
cut to the heart, as a hammer to 
break rock in pieces, as a fire to 
melt the ice in multiplied thou- 
sands of hearts who listen. 


We are offering free to radio lis- 
teners the 40-page pamphlet, Hell 
—What the Bible Says About It, 
containing the material in these 
four sermons. If you wish a copy 
free, please listen to our radio 
broadcast, tell. what station you 
heard the broadcast on and in your 
letter ask for the book on Hell— 
What the Bible Says About It and 
we will send it free. 


I know that good Christians will 
pray with us that God will enable 
us again to pay the third month’s 
radio bill on time. We must have 
about $5,000 to pay on April 10, 
but God has shown His favor and 
we trust Him to lay it on. the 
hearts of His people to help us in 
this good work. 

Each radio broadcast with the 
sermon, the radio choir, the duets 
and announcing, the whole pro- 
gram, may be purchased on a tape 
recording that runs thirty minutes 
at seven and a half inches per sec- 
ond on any tape recorder, price 
$9.00 postpaid. 


Miss Viola’s Father Died at 
Dallas, March 23 


At this moment we grieve with 
the editor’s secretary, Miss Viola 
Walden, over the Home-going of 
her father, George Walden, age 
77. Miss Viola is now in Dallas for 
the funeral and we ask your 
prayers that God will comfort and 
sustain her and her mother, Mrs. 
Walden, and brother Cecil Walden. 
Miss Viola will have been with the 
Sword twenty-five years in June 


and her friends may wish to write. 


her a word of comfort in care of 
the Sword of the Lord. 


“You Didn’t Sound Cross 
at All!’ 


That is what a woman said the 
other day after hearing me preach. 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Page Three 


Saved Forever? 


Are Past, Present, and Future Sins Forgiven 
When One Trusts Christ? 


From Tranquillity, California, comes the following letter with 


Bible questions: 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I ordered 50 of your books on many subjects and have been 
reading them. I would love to have you answer a few questions, please. 

First, please give me chapter and verse where God forgives past, 
present, and future sins, all when first saved. 


second, for example: If a man gets saved and in a time he starts 
drinking and never draws another sober breath. He also becomes a 
murderer, He spends all his time gambling, cursing, using God’s name 
in vain; comes home, whips his wife and little girls for going to 
church, and while in one of these rages he dies. Will he go to Heaven? 

Third, I note you used Luke 19:11-27 to prove the wicked servant 
was not cast into outer darkness. Why did you not use Matthew 25:14- 
30, especially verse 30? Please explain. 

Fourth, John 3:18, also John 5:24 and John 3:16. Where it says 
“whosoever believeth,” and “he that believeth,” also ‘‘and believeth.” 
Does these mean past believed, or present believing? 

Fifth, please explain Matthew 7:16. 

Now, my dear brother, I am not trying to be critical, but if 
what you write is the way, I am confused, 


The Editor Answers 


My dear Brother F 


I am glad to have your letter 
and will answer as frankly and 
kindly as I know how. And I sim- 
ply beg you to take what the Bi- 
ble says instead of your own rea- 
son and the arguments of men, 
and the matter will clear up in 
your mind. 


1. The Blessed Christian With 
All Sins Covered, to Whom 
God Will Not Impute Sin 


You say, “First, please give me 
chapter and verse where God for- 
gives past, present and future sins, 
all when first saved.” Although 
your ‘question is not in the exact 
words of Scripture, that truth is 
taught clearly in the Bible in 
many places. 

For example, read Romans 4:5- 
® which says: 


“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 
fieth the ungodly, his faith is 
counted for righteousness, Even as 
David also describeth the blessed- 
ness of the man, unto whom .God 
imputeth righteousness’ without 
works. Saying, Blessed are they 
whose iniquities are forgiven, and 
whose sins are covered. Blessed is 
the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin.” 


One who does no good work to 
earn salvation but trusts in Christ 
who justifies the ungodly, “his 
faith is counted for righteous- 
ness.” This is salvation by grace 
through faith, not of works. And 
so it can be settled once for all. 

Again verse 6 shows us that 
the Christian is greatly blessed in 
that “God imputeth righteousness 
without works.’ God counts a 
man righteous for Jesus’ sake, al- 
though he has not yet attained to 
perfect righteousness. 

Again it is clear from verse 8 
that this blessing of “iniquities 
forgiven” and “sins covered” is 
not only for past and present sins 
but for the future, because verse 
8 says, “Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not [now or 
in the future} impute sin.” 

In other words, on the cross 
Christ paid for not a part of my 
Sins, but all of my sins. When I 
trusted Him to save me by His 
grace, not according to my merits, 
then He counted me righteous, 
forgave my sins, gave me a new 
heart, and so He now “will not 
impute sin’ to me, so the Scrip- 
ture says. 

That Scripture plainly teaches 
that one who trusts in Christ has 


his sins, past and present and fu- 


ture, forgiven, and he is counted 
righteous. 

The same thing is taught in the 
case of Paul the apostle in II 
Timothy 1:12. In verse 9 Paul 
says, “Who hath saved us, and 


®%alled us with an holy calling, not 


according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his own purpose and 
grace, which was given -us in 
Christ Jesus before the world be- 
gan.” It is not that Paul was 
being saved, or would be saved 
when he died, but it was already a 
past-tense fact. ‘“Who hath saved 
us.” Paul already possessed sal- 
vation, salvation not of works, 
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but according to God’s own pur- 
pose and grace, he said. 


Now note what Paul says in 
the last half of verse 12, “For I 
know whom I have believed, and 
am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed 
unto him against that day.” Paul 
had already in the past believed, 
trusted, committed himself to 
Christ. Now he is already per- 
suaded that Christ will keep that 
which is already committed to 
Him for the future. That means 
not only past and present-tense 
salvation, but future-tense salva- 
tion—all settled by. faith, and all 
paid for by the blood of Christ. 


2. A Made-up, Unreasonable 
Example Instead of the Bible 


You give a hypothetical exam- 
ple. I will make no arguments 
about some imaginary example. 
In the first place, regarding that 
man you made up, I would not 
know whether he was saved or 
not, though you say he was. You 
would not know. The disciples did 
not know that Judas was unsaved. 
When Peter denied the Lord some 
of the apostles may have thought 
he was unsaved, but they would 
be mistaken. “Man looketh on the 
outward appearance, but the Lord 
looketh on the heart.” The Bible 
gives Many warnings about people 
who make a profession, but who 
are not born again. 


In the second place, if a man 
were saved, I have no evidence 
that he would live as you say he 
lived, never drawing a_ sober 
breath and spending all of his 
time in gambling, cursing, using 
God’s name in vain. Wouldn’t he 
take some time to eat or sleep? 
You.see, you made up an example 
or you have listened to other fool- 
ish men who made #p an example 
to prove something they could not 
prove by the Bible. 


_Isay I cannot argue about some 
imaginary example that people 
make up. But according to the 
Bible, one who has trusted in 
Christ is born again, has a new 
heart, and is kept by the power of 
God and already has everlasting 
life. He is not saved because he 
deserves it and he is not kept be- 
cause he deserves it. He is saved 
by God’s grace as an undeserving 
sinner and he is kept the same 
way. But a saved person does have 
a new nature that is unhappy 
about sin and wants to do right. 


You say, “I note you used Luke 
19:11-27 to prove the wicked ser- 
vant was not cast into outer dark- 
ness.” I didn’t have to prove that. 
No one knows anything about that 
servant more than is told in the 
Bible and the Bible says nothing 
about him being cast into outer 
darkness. Whether he was or was 
not, the Bible doesn’t say and 
neither you nor I know, and spec- 
ulation there and guessing is not 
profitable or wise. 

You mentioned Matthew 25:14- 
30, a different parable about dif- 
ferent people. And so what? I be- 
lieve that parable, all of it. But 
where is outer darkness? I would 
suppose that in a parable about 


a man and his own servants and: 


INCIDENTS 


, 1, 


Evangelist Robert L. Sumner 
Contributing Editor 


Wise Words of Warning 
for America 

An excellent editorial entitled 
“Principle or Expediency?” and 
written by David Lawrence ap- 
peared last fall in the U. 8S. News 
and World Report and was re- 
printed in the Commercial Appeal 
of Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. Law- 
rence warned, in part: 


“The drift plainly is toward so- 
cialism—the mastery of the state 
over the individual. Nobody is 
ready to admit that such a course 
has been deliberately set—not 
even the factions that seek con- 
trol of the Democratic Party to- 
day. But the trend is inevitable if 
present-day ‘liberals’ (whom Mr. 
Lawrence defines as _ those ‘in 
favor of taxing heavily anyone 
who has the brains to earn a sub- 
stantial income’) can continue to 
masquerade under the cloak of 


his own household, it would mean 
that the servant was put outside 
the house in darkness, not to re- 
joice with the rest of the house- 
hold over the returning master. 
But if you want to read into it 
and make it teach that a Chris- 
tian who did not live as he ought 
is cast into Hell, you will be mak- 
ing that up and not finding that 
in the Bible. — 


Again your mistake in the whole 
matter 
those who are confused on this 
matter, That is, you are trying 
to make salvation a matter of 
human works and human deserv- 
ings instead of the grace of God. 
You forget that it is the blood of 
Christ which pays for sin, and 
that God saves sinners, not right- 
eous people. 


3. Does Salvation Depend on a 
Once-for-All Committal,. or 
on Keeping on Believing? 

You call attention to John 3:18, 
John 5:24, and John 3:16 where 
we are plainly told that one who 
believes is not condemned, has ev- 
erlasting life. You ask, “Do these 
mean past believed or present be- 
lieving?”’ 

The answer is that as far as 
salvation is concerned it means 
past believed, and as far as assur- 
ance is concerned it may mean al- 
so continual believing. 


On the matter of salvation the 
Bible is very clear that one is 
saved instantly by the simple de- 
cision or act of faith. The Bible 
nowhere teaches that one can by 
maintaining a certain attitude of 
mind maintain salvation. No, sav- 
ing faith as taught in the Bible 
is a one-time committal. So Paul 
said; “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am persuaded that he 
is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that 
day’ (II Tim. 1:12). You see, 
Paul had already believed, past 
tense, and had already committed, 
past tense, his soul to Christ. But 
Paul continually was persuaded, 
or confident about the salvation 
which had already been settled by 
a past act of believing. | 

One who trusts the bank with 
his money does not keep the mon- 
ey safe by trying to maintain an 
attitude of believing. No, he com- 
mits the money to the bank, pass- 


(Continued on page 5) 


MOVING SOON? 


To make sure of getting your 
SworpD promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your chance of 
address directly to us. 


At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 


1. Date you’re moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 


If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 
will help. 


Write to Tur Sworp ‘OF THE LorpD, 
214 W. Wesley St., Wheaton, Illi- 
nois, 


It's possible to have your mailing 
address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notifv us. But if a copv 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us. It means expense 


for you in forwarding postage. 


x . 


is the usual mistake of 


benefactors to the common man 


“The ‘popular’ philosophy nowa- 
days is that the end justifies the 
means and that, if the Constitu- 
tion doesn’t provide a reform, the 


Supreme Court may order it any-. 


how. Precedent is disregarded as 
old-fashioned. 

“Yet the year a principle was 
born has nothing to do with its 
validity. Human nature doesn’t 
change the fundamental rules of 
conduct just because 2,000 years 
have elapsed sincg the Gospel was 
preached by the Disciples. The 
martyrs who suffered torture for 
Christianity’s principles were not 
cowed by successive defeats, They 
were true to their consciences— 
they knew that right must win in 
the end... 

“How many of us on the Ameri- 
can political scene today actually 
care enough about principles to 
risk defeat or ‘unpopularity’ in 
espousing them? 

“Men of character are needed 
who, on becoming candidates for 
office, will champion fundamental 
principles and stick to them ir- 
respective of whether this will win 
the election in a particular year 


“It’s a time for loyalty to prin- 
ciples, loyalty to fundamental con- 
stitutionalism, loyalty to the 
American system of private enter- 
prise as opposed to all forms of 
socialism. It’s a time for loyalty 
to conscience as one enters the 
voting booth.” 


To all the above we echo a 
hearty “Amen!” and issue the pas- 
sionate plea: “Wake up, Ameri- 
ca!’’ 

% * k 

Let’s Let God Go to College 

Making a strong plea that col- 
leges and universities add profes- 
sors of deep religious convictions 
to their staffs, Professor Emeritus 
Clarence P. Shedd of the Yale 
University Pacific School of Re- 
ligion recently sounded a long 
needed note in educational circles. 
For a number of years now it has 
been as difficult to get God into 
our schools and colleges as it has 
been for a Southern Negro to get 
into a white school. Even the 
integrated schools of the North 
have long been segregated against 
God. 


At the National Consultive Con- 
ference on Religion and the State 
University, meeting at the Uni- 
versity of Michigan, Shedd told 
his hearers that the effect of ad- 
ministrative concern and initiative 
in the religious realm was “im- 
possible to over-estimate.’ While 
warning avainst bringing in “re- 
ligion where it does not belong,” 
he reminded them that heretofore 
in “too many colleges the intel- 
lectual climate has been. one 
which made it easier and more 
respectable to be vocal about ir- 
religion than about religion.” 


I am writing these lines in a 
state university town and already 
one freshman has come to the in- 
quiry room about a faith shat- 
tered in the classroom. At the 
opening of the semester, in the 


Editor’s Review 
of “Cooperative 
Evangelism” 
Free! 


We still have a few hundred 
copies of the June 20, 1958 issue 
of THE SworpD OF THE LorpD con- 
taining Dr, Rice’s review of the 
book Cooperative Evangelism. That 


book, written by Robert O. 
Ferm, attempts to justify the 
yoking up of Billy Graham in 


evangelistic crusades with modern- 
ists and other infidels. The book 
has been so widespread and has 
done such harm that this scriptur- 
al answer by the editor should be 
put into as many hands as pos- 
sible. 

While the limited supply of this 
issue of THE SworpD lasts we will 
send as many copies free as will 
be prayerfully and wisely distribu- 
ted. Send a post card to us today 
telling us how many copies you 
can use and how you plan to dis- 
tribute them. Send to THE SworpbD 
OF THE. LorpD, Box 420, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 


initial class, the smug professor 
told his students to forget any 
ideas about there being a God. 
How vitally important it is that 
every parent make certain his 
child receives his advanced train- 
ing at a Christian college or unl- 
versity! 
“K * % 
Politeness Pays! 

It took the sheriff's help to con- 
vince Eilert Rognerud, a 46-year- 
old cab driver, that his tip for 
being “extremely helpful, polite 
and cheerful’ to a little old lady 
customer was worth several thou- 
sand. dollars. It seems that Rog- 
nerud made four trips with his 
70-year-old fare from the center 
of Lillestroem, a little town near 
Oslo, Norway, to the edge of the 
community. When she paid him 
for the fourth trip, she gave him 
money in advance to take her to 
a mountain region the following 
day. Upon their arrival,’ she 
showed him an acre of mountain 
resort property containing a good 
cottage and several out buildings, 
telling him it was his for being 
so nice to her. Rognerud really 
thought it was too good to be 
true, but now he holds the legal 
documents naming him as the sole 
owner of the property. 

No one will deny that he was 
paid very handsomely for so little 
effort put forth. Yet, to me, it 
was an apt reminder of how our 
dear Saviour rewards the slightest 
common courtesy expended in His 
behalf, even to such trivial things 
as giving “a cup of water” in Je- 
sus’ name to one who “belongs to 
Christ” (Mark 9:41). Remember 
Him who said: “And, behold, I 
come quickly; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man ac- 
cording as his work shall be” 
(Rev. 22:12). 
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I quote from a letter written by 
a young man who was in Bob 
Jones University two years and is 
now in the Army. Note these 
statements: “I can truthfully say 
that just being in Bob Jones Uni- 
versity was like Heaven on earth. 
At the present time, I have mili- 
tary obligations to meet; but as 
soon as I have completed my tour 
of service, I would like to be re- 
enrolled in Bob Jones University 
—that is, if the Lord tarries. I am 
truly thankful for all the practical! 
things I learned there at Bob 
Jones University. This training 
has given me strength and a de- 
sire to read God’s Holy Word. 
There are so few Christians in 
the Service compared with those 
who are unsaved. I realize more 
than ever how easily I might have 
fallen if I had not had practical 
experience in dealing with the un- 
saved, which experience I received 
in Bob Jones University, I will 
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never forget one of your sayings, 
‘Don’t sacrifice the permanent on 
the altar of the immediate.’ When 
my Army friends and fellow sol- 
diers ask me, ‘What school did 
you attend?’ I proudly reply, ‘I 
attended Bob Jones University.’ ”’ 
My friends, I have never real- 
ized as I do now what God has 
wrought through Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. Now, you can have a 
part in the work. You can pray 
for the school every day. You can 
invest some of the Lord’s money 
in the work, and you can help us 
line up the right kind of young 
people so they will come and get 
the training here and then go out 
into the world as faithful, edu- 
cated, Christian leaders. Please let 
us hear from you. Thank you, and 
God bless you. 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, 8. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


EVANGELIST G. P. COMER, 
Box 5889, Dallas 22, Texas, re- 
cently completed a meeting in the 
First Baptist Church of Clay City, 
Illinois, where Rev. Ben Pace is 
pastor. The pastor reports that 
the people in the church were 
genuinely revived in the ten-day 
meeting and there were fifteen 
professions of faith, seven of 
whom were baptized and joined 
the church. There were also ten 
rededications and thirteen who 
vowed to tithe. 

ok * * 

EVANGELIST DON WILSON 
of Varsity Village, White Oak 
Drive, Greenville, South Carolina, 
held a meeting March 2 through 
15 in the Clio Community Chapel 
where Rev. W. P. Whitaker is 
pastor. The pastor reports there 
were five who came for salvation, 
eleven for rededication and seven 
for dedication for full-time service 
for the Lord. 
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“Voice of Revival” Radio 
Tapes Available 


Magnetic tape recordings of the 
weekly 30-minute radio program, 
“Voice of Revival,” are available 
for $5.00 each postpaid. These con- 
tain the fine music of the Rice 
sisters, the Revival Choir, and, of 
course, a fifteen-minute message 
by Dr. John R, Rice. Any of the 
four messages on Soul-Winning, 
the four messages on ‘“‘Hindrances 
to Prayer’ or the five messages on 
“The Verbal Inspiration of the Bi- 
ble’ which have already been 
broadcast are available. Then this 
month’s broadcasts on Hell and 
any future broadcasts after they 
are made will be available at this 
same price. 

The tapes themselves are re- 
corded at 7% inches per second on 
Scotch Magnetic Tape of broadcast 
quality. They can be used for per- 
sonal enjoyment in the home or 
for special Young People’s meet- 
ings or for variety in a prayer 
meeting service in the church. 

For each 30-minute radio tape 
which you desire, ‘send $5.00 to 
Voice of Revival, Box 420, Whea- 
ton, Illinois. Tell us which radio 
broadcast you especially desire or 
we will choose for you and send 
you the tape promptly. 


Triumph All the Way 


(Continued from page 1) 


ing of Joshua was greater than 
the leveling of Fort Pulaski, or the 
assault of Gibraltar, or the over- 
throw of the. Bastille. It was the 
crossing of the Jordan at the time 
of: the spring freshet. The snows 
of Mount Lebanon had just been 
melting and they poured down in- 
to the valley, and the whole val- 
ley was a raging torrent. 

So the Canaanites stand on one 
bank and they look across and see 
Joshua and the Israelites, and 
they laugh and say: “Aha! they 
cannot disturb us until the fresh- 


ets fall: it is impossible for them 
to reach us.” But after a while 
they look across the water and 


they see a movement in the army 
of Joshua. They say, “What is the 
matter now? Why there must be 
a panic among those troops, and 
they are going to fly, or perhaps 
they are going to try to march 
across the river Jordan. Joshua 
is a lunatic.” But Joshua, 
chieftain, looks at his army and 
cries: “Forward, march!” and they 
start for the bank of the Jordan. 

One mile ahead go two priests 
carrying a glittering box four feet 
long and two feet wide. It is the 
Ark of the Covenant. And they 
come down, and no sooner do they 
just touch the rim of the water 
with their feet, than by an AIl- 
mighty fiat, Jordan parts. ‘The 
army of Joshua marches right on 
without getting their feet wet, 
over the bottom of the river; a 
path of chalk and broken shells 
and pebbles, until they get to the 
other bank. Then they lay hold 
of the oleanders, and tamarisks, 
and willows, and pull themselves 
up a bank thirty or forty 
high, and having gained the other 
bank, they clap their shields and 
their cymbals, and sing the praises 
of the God of Joshua. 

But no sooner have they reached 
the bank than the waters begin 
to dash and roar, and with a ter- 
rific rush they break loose from 
their strange anchorage. As the 


People 60 to 80 


APPLY FOR OLD LINE LEGAL 
RESERVE LIFE INSURANCE 


If you are under 80, you can 
still apply for a $1,000 life in- 
surance policy to help take 
care of final expenses without 
burdening your family. 

You handle the entire trans- 
action by mail with OLD 
AMERICAN of KANSAS 
CITY. No obligation. No one 
will call on you! 

Tear out this ad and mail it 
today with your name, address 
and year of birth to Old 
American Insurance Co., 1 
West 9th, Dept. L415C, Kan- 
sas City, Missouri. 
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hand of the Lord God is’' taken 
away from the thus uplifted wa- 
ters—waters perhaps uplifted. half 
a mile—they rush down, and 
some of the unbelieving Israelites 


say, “Alas, alas, what a mis- 
fortune! Why could not those 
waters have stayed parted? Be- 


cause perhaps we may want to go 
back. O Lord, we are engaged in 
a risky business. Those Canaan- 
ites may eat us up. How if we 
want to go back? Would it not 
have been a more complete mira- 
cle if the Lord had parted _ the 
waters to let us come through, 
and kept them parted to let us go 
back if we are defeaied?” 

My friends, God makes no pro- 
vision for a Christian’s retreat. He 
clears the path all the way to 
Canaan. To go back is to die. The 
same _ gate-keepers that swung 
back the amethystine and crystal- 
line gate of the Jordan to let Is- 
rael pass through, now swing 
shut the amethystine and crystal- 
line gate of the Jordan to keep the 
Israelites from going back. Vic- 
tory ahead, but water thirty feet 
deep behind, surging to death and 
darkness and woe, 

But you say: “Why did not 
those Canaanites, when they had 
such a splendid chance, standing 
on the top of the bank thirty or 
forty feet high, completely  de- 
molish those poor Israelites down 
in the river?” JI will tell you 
why. God had made a promise, 
and He was going to keep it. 
“There shall not any man be able 
to stand before thee all the days 
of thy life.’ 


The Fall of Jericho 


But this is no place for’ the 
host to stop. Joshua gives. the 
command: “Forward, march!” In 
the distance there is a long grove 
of trees and at the end of the 
grove is a city. It is a city with 
arbors, a city with walls seeming 
to reach to the heavens, to but- 
tress the very sky. It is the great 
metropolis that. commands the 
mountain pass. It is Jericho. That 
city was afterward captured by 
Pompey, and once by Herod the 
Great, and once again by the Mo- 
hammedans; but this campaign 
the Lord plans. 

There shall be no swords, no 
Shields, no battering-ram. There 
shall be only one weapon of war, 
and that a ram’s horn. The horn 
of the slain ram was sometimes 
taken and holes were punctured in 
it, and then the musician would 
put the instrument to his lips, and 
he would run his fingers over this 
rude musical instrument and make 
a great deal of sweet harmony 
for the people. That was the only 
kind of weapon. Seven priests 
were to take these rude _ rustic 
musical instruments, and they were 
to go around the city every day 
for six days—once a day for six 
days—and then on the seventh 
day they were to go around blow- 
ing these rude musical _in- 
struments seven times, and then 


The True Gospel 


(Continued from page 1) 


grasped the importance of these 
facts? The author of Christian- 
ity is Christ. It has been well 
said, “Christianity is Christ.” We 
must know Him. “But there are 
many religions,” someone _ says. 
Many voices speak of Christ. 
Which of them is trustworthy? 
Which voice is true? The answer: 
The voice of the Holy Scriptures. 
A fable tells that in the Island 
of Crete there was a_ famous 
underground labrinth. No one who 
penetrated its depths could ever 
find the way out. But one day 
a brilliant idea occurred to some- 
one. He fastened one end of a 
long cord at the entrance to the 
cave. Though afterwards he pene- 
trated far into its unknown 
depths, he never let the cord 
escape from his hand. Afterward 
it was simple for him to follow 
the cord and find his way back 
to light and life. 

What is the guiding cord cap- 
able of conducting our souls 
through the present-day labrinth 
of this world’s errors to the door 
of eternal salvation? The Chris- 
tian faith declares that guiding 
line to be the Holy Scriptures. 
The Apostle Paul assured young 
Timothy that “the holy scriptures 

. are able to make thee wise 
unto salvation through faith which 
is in Christ Jesus” (II Tim. 3:15). 


2. Our Sin: the Problem 


Paul’s words go to the root of 
man’s troubles. What is it? “Our 
sins.”’ The evil which threatens to 
destroy the world is the sin of its 
inhabitants. We are all guilty. The 
writer of these lines shares the 
responsibility. Nor can the reader 


at the close of the seventh blow- 
ing of the ram’s horns on_ the 
seventh day, the peroration of the 
whole scene was to be a shout at 
which those great walls should 
tumble from capstone to base. 
The seven priests with the rude 
musical instruments pass all 
around the city walls on the first 
day, and score a failure. Not so 
much as a piece of plaster broke 
loose from the wall—not so much 
as a loosened rock, not so much 
as a piece of mortar lost from its 
place. “There,” say the unbeliev- 
ing Israelites, “did I not tell you 
so? Why, those ministers are 
fools. The idea of going around 
the city with those musical instru- 
ments and expecting in that way 
to destroy it. Joshua has been 
spoiled; he thinks because he has 
overthrown and conquered the 
spring freshet, he can overthrow 
the stone wall. Why, it is not 
philosophic. Do you not see there 
is no relation between the blow- 
ing of these musical instruments 
and the knocking down of the 
wall? It is not philosophic.” 


And I suppose there were many 
wiseacres who stood with their 
brows knitted, and with the fore- 
finger of the right hand to the 
forefinger of the left hand, argu- 
ing it all out, and showing that it 
was not possible that such a cause 
could produce such an effect. And 
I suppose that night in the _ en- 
campment there was plenty of 
caricature, and if Joshua had been 
nominated for any high military 
position, he would not have re- 
ceived many votes. Joshua’s stock 
was down, 


The second day the priests 
blowing the musical instruments 
go around the city, and again a 
failure. The third day, and a 
failure; fourth day, and a failure; 
fifth day, and a failure; sixth day, 
and a failure. The seventh day 
comes, the climacteric day. Josh- 
ua is up early in the morning and 
examines the troops, walks all 
about, looks at the city walls. The 
priests start to make the circuit 
of the city. They go all around 
once, all around twice, three 
times, four times, five times, six 
times, seven times, and a failure. 


There is only one more thing to 
do, and that is to utter:a great 
shout. I see the Israelitish army 
straightening themselves up, fill- 
ing their lungs for a vociferation 
such as never was heard before 
and never heard after. Joshua 
feels the hour has come, and he 
cries out to his host: ‘Shout, for 
the Lord hath given you the city.” 
All together the troops’ shout: 
“Down, Jericho, down Jericho!” 


(Continued on page 8) 


successfully deny his guilt. The 
Scriptures state, “For there is not 

a just man upon earth, that doeth 
aid, and sinneth not” (Eccles. 
7:20). The New Testament de- 
clares: ‘All have sinned, and come 
short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). To deny this truth or at- 
“tempt to evade its unpleasant im- 
plications will in nowise change 
the divine sentence: “all have 
sinned.” 


It is sad that many people flee 
from light. Many times as a boy 
I ‘have lifted rocks and slabs of 
wood from the ground to see what 
was under them. The little animals 
hidden under these objects, wheth- 
er mice, bugs or snakes, flee the 
moment light strikes them. Their 
one concern is to find some dark- 
ened hiding place. Christ went to 
the heart of the matter when He 
said: “And this is the condemna- 
tion, that light is come into the 
world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their 
deeds were evil” (John 3:19). 


But the attempt to hide from 
others or from ourselves in no 
way alters the tragic consequences 
of our sin. God says, “The soul 
that sinneth it shall die.” Again 
He declares, “The wages of sin 
is death.” The Apostle James de- 
clares, “Sin, when it is finished, 
bringeth forth death” (Jas. 1:15). 
Every cause in this world pro- 
duces its effect in obedience to in- 
variable laws. Thus sin produces 
death. Every individual in this 
wide world who has not yielded 
himself to Christ marches straight 
toward this sad end. No amount 
of philosophical wishful thinking 
will do away with this bitter fact. 
Every unsaved person will do well 
to be concerned. 

A pastor stopped for the night 
at a large house and was invited 
to preach. He accepted the invi- 
tation with the condition that 
every person in the house be in- 
vited to listen. He was told that 
all the occupants of the house 
were assembied with the exception 
of a servant girl who, not being 
very bright, would perhaps not be 
interested. The pastor’ insisted 
that she too be invited. Contrary 
to the expectation, so great was 
the interest of the servant girl 
in the message that the pastor, 
before continuing his journey, 
taught her a brief prayer. These 
were the words: ‘Lord, show me 
my sin.” She was told to repeat 
the simple prayer daily. 

Some weeks later the pastor 
returned to the locality, knocked 
at the door of the house and in- 
quired as to the health of the oc- 
cupants. The lady of the house 
said, “Sir, I do not know what 
you may have said to the servant 
girl, but since you left she has 
been very sad. She does nothing 
but wail and cry.” 


Who can doubt that many per- 
sons would be reduced to weeping 
and crying if they were to pray 
daily and earnestly, “Lord, show 
me my sin.” 


3d. A Substitute Dying: 
the Solution 


“Christ died for our sins.’ 
Christ died in our place for our 
sins. Behold the divine solution 
for the problem of sin. The truth 
is this: “I have sinned against 
God and therefore should die: But 
Christ took my place, died for me; 
because He died and I have trust- 
ed Him, I enjoyed God's pardon, 
and life eternal.” The Apostle 
Peter said of Christ: “Who his 
own self bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree, that we, being 
‘dead to sins, should live unto 
righteousness: by whose stripes 
ye were healed” (I Pet. 2:24), 

We return to the experience of 
the servant girl who lamented 
her sins. The pastor, having heard 
the lady’s explanation regarding 
the servant, said, “Permit me to 
speak to her,” When the servant 
was once again before him, he 
said, “You have been praying, 
‘Lord, show me my sin,’ and God 
has showed you that you are a 
miserable sinner. Is not this the 
truth? From now on you will pray 
a different prayer: ‘Lord, show 
me my Saviour.’ Pray this prayer 
every day.” Having given this 
counsel, the pastor went away. 

When -he returned some time 
later the lady of the house said, 


“Sir, I do not know what you 


second visit, but lately she has 
become very happy. She spends 
all her time singing and rejoicing.” 

What was the secret of this 
radical change? Simply this. While 
the servant girl prayed, ‘Lord, 
show me my sin,” she was pro- 
foundly convicted of sin. As a re- 
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sult she became very sad. After- 
ward, as she prayed, “Lord, show 
me my Saviour,” light broke in 
upon her. She saw that the Lord 
Jesus had taken her place and 
died for her sins. Trusting Him 
as her Saviour, she rejoiced with 
great joy. 

This then is God’s solution for 
man’s sin. The Apostle Paul re- 
fers to Christ as ‘Him who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.” 
This brings.us to: 


4. Our Salvation: Object of 
the Christian Religion 

The great apostle states in the 
portion of the Word already read: 
“IT preach unto you... you are 
saved.” A know-so salvation now 
and forever is that which Christ 
died to secure for every human 
being who believes in Him. Paul 
knew perfectly well the meaning 
of conversion, Previously he had 
been a persecutor of believers. 
One day Christ stopped him on 
Damascus road. Paul surrendered 
to Him without reserve. The 
change wrought in his, life was so 
radical the Christian churches 
could not believe it. Paul writes: 
“They had heard only, That he 
which persecuted us in times past 
now preacheth the faith which 
once he destroyed. And they glori- 
fied God in me” (Gal. 1:23, 24). 
What a mighty force is represent- 
ed by that kind of conversion to 
Christ! 


A man converted in a revival in 
California said:that a few months 
previously he had placed his wife 
and three children against the wall 
and drew his revolver to kill them. 
His little boy pleaded: ‘Daddy, 
please don’t kill Mama.” The man 
threw his revolver to the floor 
and stalked out of the house 
thinking never to return. But God 
loves sinners. Heaven was _ not 
willing that this wretched, defeat- 
ed man should be lost. One day 
he listened to the message of 
Christ’s love, just as you are 
listening to it now. The story of 
redeeming love broke his rebel- 
lious heart. He surrendered to 
Christ, was pardoned, and received 
assurance of his salvation. The 
same week in which he gave this 
public testimony, he had returned 
to his family to pray with them 
and ask for pardon. He said his 
wife wept and that she too want- 
ed to yield her life to Christ. What 
about you, unsaved _ friend? 
Wouldn’t you like to know you 
are saved? You can know it if 
you give yourself up to Christ, 
trust Him to forgive and save you. 
“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ 
and thou shalt be saved!” Do it 
now! 

One. more case. It was after 
midnight in the dark pavillions of 
the eighty-year-old prison in 
Rosario, Argentina. The year was 
1951. Aided by a dim light, one 
of the convicts, ‘“Kid’ Avellaneda, 
was reading a New Testament in 
his cell. Most men would have 
considered him an unlikely case 
for conversion. Born some 35 years 
previously, the illegitimate son of 
a priest, the baby was given away 
to hide the sin. Avellaneda’s child- 
hood was blows and _ bitterness. 
For many years he had no name. 
His present name was given him 
by the justice of the peace who 
registered him as an Argentine 
citizen. He remembers many beat- 
ings but never a mother’s kiss. 


Hating and hated he came to 
consider society the author of all 
his tragedies. A career of crime 
seemed life’s only course. His 
natural ability called him to the 
attention of other criminals. He 
became the leader of a band of 
delinquents. Twenty checkered 
years followed. Kid Avellaneda’s 
reputation grew. He gambled, was 
card shark, won horse’ racing 
swindles, and organized similar 
activities. He posed as a doctor, 
and later as a lawyer. Thus he 
gained access to wealthy and in- 
fluential people. Prison sentences 
were short until 1945. Then the 
theft of a million and a half pesos 
in tires and automobiles put him 
behind bars for ten years, In pris- 
on he educated himself, reading 
widely, Freud, Kant, Schopenhau- 
er, Aristotle, and others. Through 
the mail he received a New Testa- 
ment. He began to read it. Then 
a miracle took place. 


That never-to-be-forgotten 


night, as Avellaneda read of 
Christ’s crucifixion between two 
thieves, his hard heart broke. Sob- 
bing he flung himself to his knees 
beside the iron cot. When day 
came, Jose was a new man. He 
had trusted Christ to save him. 
He was born again! His was a 
Saul-of-Tarsus conversion. The 
change in his conduct was start- 
ling. He ceased to hate. He sought 
to fulfill every assigned task. His 
passion was to lead his fellow con- 
victs to Christ. fe 
Prison authorities, gradually 
convinced of his changed charac- 
ter, gave Avellaneda special liber- 
ties. He was promoted to secre- 
tary in the prison office. At cer- 
tain hours he was permitted to 
leave the prison, Not once did he 
violate the confidence placed in 


him. In 1952 prison officials 
sought his pardon. Avellaneda 
was free. 


But the battle had just begun. 
Work was impossible to find. This 
child of God could not conceal 
his past. In every application for 
work he stated he had been a 
criminal for twenty years. Would- 
be employers read no further! 
Every door closed. Avellaneda 
had married a humble Christian 
girl. How they suffered. Starva- 
tion threatened. His old gang 
tempted him with offers of big 
money in crime. Faith wavered 
but did not fail. 

Gradually Jose learned to sell. 
Thus he provided a living for his 
wife and two children. Later he 
and his wife joined our church. A 
year of almost daily fellowship 
followed. When Avellaneda left 
Rosario, it was to accept the pas- 
torate of a small church in Buenos 
Aires. 

Such is the grace and power of 
God. This then is the object of the 
Christian religion, to glorify God 
through the salvation of sinners. 
Unsaved friend, Christ offers you 
new life and hope and peace. Give 
yourself now to Him. 

— The End — 
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She had read a number of my 
books, and although she generally 
agreed with me, she said, she got 
the impression that I was sharp 
and “hard-boiled.” But hearing me 


Noteworthy 


Evangelical Free Church 
Diamond Jubilee 


The Evangelical Free Church of 
America with headquarters -in 
Minneapolis will be celebrating its 
7oth anniversary at Denver, Colo- 
rado, June 22 to 28. The group is 
made up of 31,192 members in 443 
churches, 


Church Groups Unite 


The Holiness Movement Church 
of Canada united with the Free 
Methodist Church of North Amer- 
ica officially on March 22, The 
Holiness Movement Church of 
Canada is Methodist by tradition, 
originating in Ontario in a revival 
in the latter part of the last cen- 
tury. The Free Methodist Church 
will gain approximately ‘700 mem- 
bers in Canada and 5,000 on the 
foreign mission field. This brihgs 
the total membership of the Free 
Methodist Churches around the 
world to 94,000. 


T. Leonard Lewis Dies 


Dr. T. Leonard Lewis, president 
of Gordon College and Gordon Di- 
vinity School in Wenham, Massa- 
chusetts, suffered a coronary at- 
tack the evening of March 12 and 
died on the way to the hospital. 
Dr. Lewis served in Gordon Col- 
lege and Divinity School as presi- 
dent for the past fifteen years. He 
received his training- at Moody 
Bible Institute, Wheaton College, 
and Northern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. 


Saved Forever? 
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es it under the window and there- 
after it is a settled transaction 
and the responsibility is on the 
bank altogether. So when a wom- 
an says yes at the altar, giving 
herself to a man in marriage, it 
is a settled transaction. 


So when one in a legal matter 
turns the case over to a lawyer, 
the faith is a one-time committal. 
Also one may commit his case to 
a doctor when he is sick. Faith is 
the act of turning the salvation 
business over to Jesus Christ and 
relying on Him to-do it because 
He promised. 


So saving faith in the Bible is 
a one-time committal although the 
assurance may continue or may 
not depending on what life one 
has or how close one lives to God. 

This is illustrated in the prom- 
ise in John 1:12. “But as many 
as received him to them gave he 
power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on his 
name.’ And the next verse con- 
tinues, ‘‘Which were born, not of 
blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, ‘but of 
God.” You see that “received” 
here is past tense and salvation is 
past tense as well as present. 
even though the term “believed” 
could be present tense to- those 
who believe right now or trust 
Christ right now for salvation, and 
could be future tense for those 
who have not yet trusted Christ, 
but who will do so later. At least 
the word “believe” in these verses 
speaks of a present-tense salva- 
tion already accomplished and set- 
tled when one depends on Christ. 


Again let me say there’ is no 
teaching in the Bible about a sal- 
vation that you get an inch at a 
time, or second by second, and 
that you have to maintain your- 
self by maintaining your feeling 
or assurance or faith or righteous- 
ness, 


4. Judge False Teachers, Not 
Salvation, By One’s Fruits 
You say, “Please explain Mat- 

thew 7:16.” But why skip verse 

15? Let’s put it in since the Lord 

Jesus did and thus we read, ‘Be- 


ware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, 
but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. Ye shall know them by 
their fruits. Do men gather grapes 
of thorns, or figs of thistles?”’ 
Here the Lord is not speaking 
about whether one is saved or not, 
but whether or not one is a false 
prophet. And one can judge false 
prophets by their fruits. If a man 
denies the inspiration of the. Bi- 
ble, the deity of Christ, or teaches 
a false plan of salvation, why then, 
of course, we know he is a false 
teacher. You can judge a teacher 
by his teaching. 

But salvation is a matter that 
is hidden in the heart. Teachings 
are a matter which men hear or 
read and can judge. 

I have taken time to answer 
your questions the best I can, 
hastily, and I hope the answer 
will prove a -blessing. 

In Jesus’ name, yours, 
John R. Rice 


P. S. Do you have my booklets 
on Can a Saved. Person Ever Be 
Lost? and Hight Gospel Absurdi- 
ties If a Born-Again Soul Ever 
Loses Salvation? You may have 
them for 25c each plus 5c postage, 
total of 55¢c for two. I hope you 
will get them if you do not have 
them. 
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Why 
She Rejoiced 


Though we may have little of this 
world’s goods we have much for which to 
praise God. A woman was dying in the 
poorhouse. The dector bent over her and 
heard her whisper, “Praise the Lord.” “Why, 
auntie,” he said, “how can you praise 
God when you are dying in a poorhouse?” 
“Oh, doctor,” she replied, “it’s wonderful 
to go from the poorhouse to a mansion in 
the skies!” 


—The Christian 
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YScriptures instead accuse honest 


preach and seeing my tears and; 
feeling the power of God she came 
to tell me later, “You didn’t sound 
cross at all as I had expected!” 


It is part of the sadness which 
we who preach plainly and sharp- 
ly, who condemn sin, who expose 
modernism, who do not conform to 
this world, those of us who cannot 
conscientiously go along with the 
worldly and thoughtless majority, 
must bear, that we should be 
thought cantankerous and unkind 
and harsh! Those who sin and can- 
not defend their sin from the 


preachers who call on people to 
obey the Bible of being “unloving.” 


Thank God, the dear woman was 
a real Christian, and God moved 
her heart and blessed her by this 
poor editor’s preaching and there 
was warm appreciation in her face 
when she said, “You didn’t sound 
cross at all!” 


The Bill Rice Ranch, a Cow- 
boy Conference Ground 


We wish to call attention to the 
Bill Rice Ranch on Franklin Read, 
nine miles west of Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee, where the . editor’s 
brother, Dr. Bill Rice, a_ well 
known and greatly blessed evan- 
gelist presides each summer at 
the Cumberwood. Christian Re- 
treat. Here is a western-style or a 
cowboy conference ground. There 
are some thirteen acres of rough 
country, about 2 square miles, ir 
the ranch. Here are thirteen two- 
room cabins, two Honeymoon 
Hotels of about eight rooms each, 
a twelve-unit motel each with pri- 
vate bath. There is a large open 
tabernacle. In process of construc- 
tion is a great concrete block and 
steel dining hall .and_ kitchen. 
There are modern toilets and bath 
houses. 


Throughout eight months of the 
year Dr. Bill is an evangelist in 
creat demand, but in the summer, 
he uses several weeks for confer- 
ences with deaf young people and 
their families. Betty Ann, Bill’s 
oldest daughter, is deaf and so Bill 
and Catherine have felt led to 
spend much of their life in reach- 
ing deaf people for Christ. Here 
many, many deaf young people 
for the first time really hear the 
Gospel. Bill preaches to them with 
sign language and when others 
preach, Catherine or Bill and 
other full-time workers interpret. 


August 16-21, Sunday through 
Friday, the Sword of the Lord will 
have a strong conference on re- 
vival and soul winning at the Bill 
Rice Ranch. Speakers will include 
Dr. Lee Roberson of .Chattanooga, 


WHEN YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please report both new and old ad- 
dresses directly to THE Sworp oF 
THE Lorp, five weeks before the 
change is to take effect. Copies that 
we address to your old address.will 
not be delivered by the Post Office, 
unless you pay them extra postage. 
Avoid this unnecessary expense. by 
notifying us five weeks in advance. 
Subscription Dept. 
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Evangelist Walt Handford, Editor 
John R. Rice, and, we hope, Rev. 
Bob Gray of Jacksonville, Florida, 
with the fine music program. The 
rates are remarkably low, only 
about $12 a week plus I think $1 
for insurance and_ registration. 
There are horseback rides, fishing, 
shuffleboard, miniature golf and 
other recreations. Fine food, fine 
fellowship. We hope you will write 
Dr. Bill Rice for information about 
the summer schedule. If possible 
send a gift to help build the big, 
new dining hall and kitchen, Send 
$1 as a subscription to The Brand- 
ing Iron, his monthly cowboy-style 
revival magazine which you will 
find intensely interesting with pic- 
tures, sermonettes, and reports of 
the camp activities. Address Dr. 
Bill Rice, Bill Rice Ranch, Frank- 
lin Road, Murfreesboro, Tennessee. 


Great Plans for Lake Louise 
June 29 to July 5 


We look forward to the best con- 
ference in about twelve years at 
Lake Louise, Toccoa, Georgia, be- 
ginning on Monday, June 29, run- 
ning through Sunday, July 5. This 
Fourth of July week is one of the 
best weeks in the year for.a great 
conference. Speakers already 
promised include Dr. Tom Malone 
of Pontiac, Michigan; Rev. Jack 
Hyles of Miller Road _ Baptist 
Church in Texas. Singer Bill Har- 
vey will be there. We hope to have 
Dr. Sam Morris and Dr. Bill Rice. 
Evangelist Walt Handford and the 
editor will be there. I hope to 
speak every day and we will have 
wonderful music, radio musicians. 
Make plans now; save the week of 
June 29 to July 5 for Lake Louise! 


Some Are Putting the Sword 
in Their Wills 

We received notice the other 
day that a good Christian who died 
had left the Sword in his will. The 
amount to be received when the 
small estate is cleared up will not 
be large but we thank God for the 
amount, perhaps $2,300, which this 
nonprofit Christian foundation 
will receive. Will you prayeriully 
consider putting the Sword in your 


will, and so arranging to help 
preach the Gospel after your 
death? 


SUNG DOGOR 


BOOKS —only 90c 


by Dr. Paul White 


Jungle Doctor Jungle Doctor’s Case 
Jungie Doctor on Safarl Book 
Jungle Doctor Operates Jungle Doctor and the 
Jungle Doctor Attacks W hirlwind 
Witchcraft Eyes on the Jungle , 
Jungle Doctor's Doctor 
Enemies Jungle Doctor Looks 


Jungle Doctor Meets a for Trouble 


ion Jungle Doctor Goes 
Jungle Doctor to the Wes 
escue Jungle Doctor Stings a 
Jungle Doctor on the Scorpion 
Hop Jungle Doctor Hunts 
Biu Game 


Buy the “Overseas” Edition—SAVE! 


P yy ys 66 7 yr cies 
FREE “OVERSEAS BOOKS 
Write for it today! 
EVANGELICAL PUBLISHERS 
241 YONGE STREET, TORONTO 1, CANADA 


up to 40% on your 
Automobite Insurance 


For Drivers: Ages 18 — 75 ® Safe Drivers © Total Abstainers 


FH IPI DIR IAI III III IIIA III KIA KIA IIIA IIR EIR EIIK KN 


Bili-eut and-imeil .-: WAMCvrciiicessewatwcimieiuuwnwuwaumisins cinema s 
RNIN 5 ho rs Ci ii oti icsias acclnae hs ik acess 
Age of all drivers y eee ene 5 EN eee ce ONE Meee IS 


Any Accidents during past 5 Years? 


oe re oo oe 


If yes, send details. 


Use of Car: Pleasure... Work... Miles one way_--.. Business___~ 


No. Cars in Household —_-~~- 
My Auto Insurance Expires Month 
Make 


Motor No. 


Occupation 


mm a a eee eae ee ae ae 


eee: Se oe NO. Ci 


Check Coverage Desired 
|_| Liability 5-10-5 or other limits 
[|] Medical Pay $500 
[-] Comprehensive 
|] Collision $50 Deductible 
[] Collision $100 Deductible 


PEERECERARETERRERET ERE REESEEE RL ELSE RE RRE RH RETOR ERR E EE EES 


["] Please send me rates as checked. 

|_| lf YOU meet these qualifications, check 
here and we will protect you with these 
coverages, effective for 10 days from 
the postmark of this application. There 
is no obligation to take out insurance. 


ABSTAINERS — Auto Policy 
NATIONAL SAVINGS INSURANCE COMPANY 


Dept. 33 


Oklahoma City 6, Oklahoma 


Page Six 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, April 10, 1959 


The Most Dramatic Event 


(Continued from page 1) 


Christ to be despised and rejected 
of men, and Jesus came and was 
crucified. He has promised to send 
this same Jesus a second time in 
power and great glory to reign, 
and God will keep this promise 
just as He has kept His promises 
in the past. 

When our Lord Jesus Christ 
said, “I will build my church,” did 
He do it? He did. When He said, 
“IT will send my Spirit,” did He do 
it? He did. When He said, “I will 
come again,’ will He do it? He 
will. 

This coming of Christ is a visi- 


ble, literal, personal coming to 
establish a reign of universal 
righteousness and to rule this 


world in justice and peace for one 
thousand years. If you are one of 
those who believe or have been 
taught that this world through 
the preaching of the Gospel and 
the diffusion of Bible truth will 
gradually become so Christian, so 
righteous in individual, social, na- 
tional and international life as to 
bring the kingdom of God to this 
world before Christ comes, then 
I entreat you by the relentless 
logic of history, by facts staring 
you in the face every day of your 
life, by the crystal clear words of 
Christ and His apostles, be disil- 
lusioned before it is too late, 

The Age of grace, this period 
of Gospel preaching, this time of 
Gentile testing and probation, will 
end, as every Age before it has 
ended in the utter failure of man 
and the consequent judgment that 
has always followed man’s failure. 

Adam, in the Age of Innocence, 
failed and brought judgment upon 
himself and the race. 

The antediluvians in the days 
of Noah failed and brought upon 
the world the judgment of the 
flood. 

The Jewish Age of the Law saw 
the failure of Israel to glorify 
God, to abstain from idolatry, and 
to give the knowledge of the one 
true God to the Gentile world: 
Consequently their failure led to 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the 
burning of their Temple, and their 
final dispersion among the nations 
of the world. 

This Age of Grace that began 
with Christ’s first coming and 
will end with His second coming 
(approximately) will be no excep- 
tion. History will repeat itself. It 
is doing so right before our eyes. 
Just as the Jews failed, so will 
the Gentiles. 

Jesus said, “When the Son of 
man cometh, shall he find faith 
on the earth?” implying a nega- 
tive answer. He was referring to 
the great apostasy or departure 
from the faith that would sweep 
over the professing church at the 
end of the. Christian age, Paul 
said, ‘In the last days some shall 
depart from the faith,” referring 
to this same spiritual declension. 
Thus both Jesus and Paul foretold 
the apostasy in the church in the 
latter days when men in pulpits 
and professorial chairs would deny 
the divine authority of the Bible 
and reduce it to a merely human 
book, while people in the pews 
would love to have it so. “The 
time will come,” said Paul, “when 
they [the people| will not endure 
sound doctrine.” No wonder the 
saintly and scholarly Bishop Moule 
said, “The bankruptcy of faith 
will bring to the church the doom 
it brought Israel.” 

This age, therefore, will end in 
man’s failure to obey God, to be- 
lieve the Gospel, to bring right- 
eousness, justice and peace on 
earth, and because of man’s fail- 
ure God will send Jesus Christ to 
do what men have so signally 
failed to do. 

The second coming of Christ to 
establish a reign of righteousness 
for which good men Rave prayed 
through the centuries is the most 
reasonable thing in the world to 
believe for any true Christian. 
Why would Christ not come? Who 
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is there to stop Him from com- 
ing? It is His world, isn’t it? He 
came before, did He not? He came 
to earth as a helpless little babe, 
and in a truly human body died on 
a cross for the sins of men, Why, 
then, should it be thought a thing 


incredible that He would come as°* 


a mighty irresistible Sovereign to 
reprove the godless of all nations 
and to establish His long-promised 
kingdom? 

God did not create this world 
to be a scene of war, oppression, 
violence, injustice, fear and want. 
This world that once saw the 
revelation of God’s love and mer- 
cy will also witness the revelation 
of His justice, His wrath against 
sin, His purpose to bring peace 
and righteousness on earth. Be- 
cause of his sin, man cannot do 
this, and the preacher or states- 
man who cannot see this is blind 
to the logic of history. The funda- 
mental fact of history is man’s 
inability to produce a just civiliza- 
tion because of his sin. It is 2,500 
years since God put world govern- 
ment into the hands of the Gen- 
tiles and in all those years there 
have been only some 330 years 
when one nation was not grap- 
pling to the death with another 
nation. 


' Now when man has failed to 
bring peace and righteousness, and 
when his failure is so complete, so 
utter, so palpable as to be seen by 
all with eyes to see, then God will 
succeed, and He will do it by the 
second coming of His Son. 


Jesus is coming, sing the glad word, 
Coming for those He redeemed by His 
blood; 
Coming to reign as the glorified Lord, 
Jesus is coming again. 


The Second Coming Is a 
Period and Not a Point 
of Time 


While the second coming of 
Christ is one great overall event, 
it actually covers a period of time 
embracing several related happen- 
ings and these events, taken to- 
gether, constitute His second ap- 
pearing. 

The Book of the Revelation de- 
scribes a chain of earth-shattering 
events leading up to and center- 
ing around the coming of Christ 
to the earth, and those concomit- 
ant events taken together are 
called ‘the revelation of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Let there be no uncertainty or 
confusion here. As Christ’s first 
coming covered.a period of time, 
so will His coming again. At His 
first coming He came to Bethle- 
hem, He came to Egypt, He came 
to Nazareth, He came to Jerusa- 
lem, He came to Calvary, He 
came to Olivet, but it was all His 
first coming, 


In Luke 17:26 the se cond com- 
ing is called “the days of the Son 
of man.” The word “days” here 
is decisive. The Lord’s coming is 
also called “the day of vengeance” 
(Isa. 61:2). The day of vengeance 
covers the period. of wrath and 
tribulation immediately preceding 
the descent of Christ to the earth, 
and is not a calendar day, as the 
context clearly shows. 

It is a sheer impossibility to 
crowd all the happenings consti- 
tuting the second appearing of 
Christ into a pinpoint of time. 
Manifestly it is a period and not 
a point. It embraces several mo- 
mentous and earth-shaking events 
leading up to and centering around 
His coming to the earth. The 


task of Bible students is to find’ 


and harmonize the order of these 
events, 


The Second Coming of Christ 
Is in Two Stages 


A comprehensive’ study of 
prophecy reveals that  Christ’s 
coming takes place in two dis- 
tinct and dissimilar stages, One 
group of Scriptures shows Him 
coming in the air to take His 
believing people up to Himself in 
the heavenly home, The bodies of 
the Christian dead will be raised, 
the living believers changed, and 
together they will be caught up 
to meet the Lord in the air. This 
is called the rapture of the 
church. United with His saints in 
the air Jesus will then lead them 
into the prepared place in Heaven. 

This is clearly stated in John 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Christ’s coming are never men- 
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16, “For the Lord himself shall 
desce ti from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and 
the dead in Christ will rise first: 
Then we which are alive and re- 
main shall be caught up together 
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Triumph All the Way 


(Continued from page 4) 


and the long line of solid mason- 
ry begins to quiver and to move 
and to rock. Stand from under! 
She falls! Crash! go the walls and 


..temples, the towers, the palaces; 


the air blackened with the dust, 
The huzza of the victorious Is- 
raelites and the groan of the con- 
quered Canaanites commingle, 
and Joshua, standing there in the 
debris of the walls, hears. a voice 
saying: ‘There shall not any man 
be able to stand before thee all the 
days of thy life.” 

Only one house spared. Who 
lives there? Some great king? No. 
Some woman distinguished for 
great kindly deeds? No. She 
had been conspicuous for her 
crimes. It is thé house of Rahab. 
Why was her house spared? Be- 
cause she had been a great sinner? 
No, but because she repented, 
demonstrating to all the ages that 
there is mercy for the chief of sin- 
ners, The red cord of divine in- 
junction reaching from her win- 
dow to the ground, so that when 
the people saw the red cord they 
knew it was the divine indication 
that they should not disturb the 
premises; making us think of the 
divine cord of a Saviour’s deliver- 
ance, the red cord of a Saviour’s 
kindness, the red cord of a Sav- 
jiour’s mercy, the red cord of our 
rescue. Mercy for the chief of 
sinners. Put your trust in that 
God, and no damage shall befall 
you. When our world shail be 


NEXT FALL 
MAY BE SJoo Late 


In the welter of a world gone 
mad, of nation rising against na- 
tion, of the terror that stalks in 
the night, of the arrow that flieth 
by day, of pestilence and destruc- 
tion, of the elements in commotion, 
is there not a warning in the stark 
realism of these few sentences 
taken from a letter sent to us: 


“I was going to send the 
money this fall: but the Lord 
said, Send it now; next fall 
may be too late. Wouldn’t it 
be wonderful if He came this 
Feast of the Trumpets, the 
ingathering of the Harvest? 
God does all things in order.” 


And here is something for the 
earnest child of God to think about. 
What and if He should come at the 
time of the blowing of trumpets 
on the first day of the Month 
Tishri? What and if you were then 
suddenly caught up to be with 
Him? Do you not think it would 
please Him wonderfully, that you 
should now have your part in a 
testimony that warns Israel of the 
wrath to come? 

And do you know a better way 
to please Him, than to snatch a 
few brands from the burning, a 
few Jewish souls that will be your 
trophies when at last you lay your 
burden down and meet Him face 
to face? 

The time is short. That is why 
we keep reminding you of the 
privilege of sharing with Him in 
His yearning over the lost sheep of 
the House of Israel; and that is 
why so many of the Lord’s choicest 
saints are counting it a joy to 
fellowship with us in our God-given 
task of these last days. Perhaps if 
you will make it a matter of earn- 
est prayer, He will lead you also 
to become a burden bearer with 
us; and from experience we can as- 
sure you it will be a happy day for 


you. 

If the Lord leads you to use the 
coupon below, you will open the 
door of your heart to new revela- 
tion of truth concerning Israel, and 
to a new experience of blessing 
flowing out of the tried and tested 
promise of Gen, 12:3, “I will bless 
them that bles$ thee.” 
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Shadow of Leopold Cohn,”’ life story of 
ex-Rabbi miraculously led to Christ and 
12 assorted leaflets on various aspects 
of the Jewish problem. If I am not 
satisfied, you are to return my money. 
(Your added gifts in fellowship with 
our labors to bring the Gospel to the 
Jews will be most welcome.) 
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In Canada: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont. 


more terribly surrounded than was 
Jericho, even by the trumpets of 
the judgment day, and, the hills 
and the mountains, the metal 
bones and ribs of nature, shall 
break, they who have had Rahab’s 
faith shall have Rahab’s deliver- 
ance. 


When wrapped in fire the realms of ether 
glow, 


And Heaven's last thunder shakes the earth 
below; 


Thou undismayed shalt o'er the ruins smile, 
And light thy torch at Nature’s funeral: pile. 


The Temporary Failure 
Corrected at Ai 


But Joshua’s troops may not 
halt here. The command is, ‘‘For- 
ward, march!” There is the city 
of Ai; it must be taken. How 
Shall it be taken? A _ scouting 
party comes back and says, ‘“Josh- 
ua, we can do that without you; 
it is going to be a very easy job; 
you just stay here while we go and 
capture it.” They march with a 
small regiment in front of that 
city. The men of Ai look at them 
and give one yell, and the Israel- 
ites run like reindeer. The North- 
ern troops at Bull Run did not 
make such rapid time as these Is- 
raelites. with the Canaanites after 
them. They never cut such a sor- 
ry figure as when they were on 
the retreat. You who go out in 
the battles of God with only half 
a force, instead of your taking the 
men of Ai, the men of Ai will take 
you. 

Look at the Church of God on 
the retreat. The Bornesian can- 
nibals ate up Munson, the mis- 


Sionary. “Fall back!” said a great 
many Christian people; “Fall 
back! O Church of God! Borneo 


will never be taken. Do you not 
see the Bornesian cannibals have 
eaten up Munson, the mission- 
ary?” 

Tyndall delivers his lecture at 
the University of Glasgow, and a 
great many good people say: ‘Fall 
back! O Church of God! Do you 
not see that Christian philosophy 
is going to be overcome by world- 
ly philosophy? Fall back!’ Ge- 
ology plunges its crowbar into the 
mountains and there are a great 
many people who say: “Scientific 
investigation is going to over- 
throw the Mosaic account of the 
creation. Fall back!’ 


But friends of God neyer have 
had any right to fall back. Josh- 
ua falls on his face in chagrin. It 
is the only time you ever see the 
back of his head. He falls on his 
face and begins to whine, and he 
says, “O Lord God, wherefore hast 
thou at all brought this people 
over Jordan to deliver us into the 
hands of the Amorites, to destroy 
us? Would to God we had been 
content and dwelt on the other 
side of Jordan. For the Canaan- 
ites and all the inhabitants of the 
land shall hear of it, and shall en- 
viron us round, and cut off our 
name from the earth.” I am very 
glad Joshua said that. Before, it 
seemed as if he were a superna- 
tural being, and therefore, could 
not be an example to us, but I 
find he is a man, he is only a man. 
Just as sometimes you find a man 
under severe opposition, or in a 
bad state of physical health, or 
worn out with overwork, lying 
down and sighing about being de- 
feated. I am encouraged when I 
hear this cry of Joshua as he lies 
in the dust. 


God comes and rouses him. How 


does He rouse him? By compli- 
mentary apostrophe? No. He 
says, “Get thee. up. Wherefore 


liest thou upon thy face?” Joshua 
rises, and, I warrant you, with a 
mortified look. But his old courage 
comes back. The fact was, that 
was not his battle. If he had been 
in it he would have gone on to 
victory. He gathers his troops 
around him and says: “Now, let us 
go up and capture the city of Ai; 
let us go up right away.” They 
march on. He puts the majority 
of the troops behind a ledge of 
rocks in the night, and then he 
sends comparatively small regi- 
ments up in front of the city. The 
men of Ai come out with a shout. 
The small regiments of Israelites 
in stratagem fall back and fall 
back, and when all the men of Ai 
have left the city and are in pur- 
suit of these scattered, or seem- 


» 


The Most Dramatic Event .. . 


(Continued from page 7) 


reign of righteousness on earth 
that will last for a thousand years. 
The eighth chapter of Romans 
clearly teaches that this created 
world is to enjoy a period of glor- 
ious liberty and redemption fol- 
lowing our Lord’s return. 
During this glorious reign of 
Christ on earth, Satan will be in- 


carcerated in the abyss. It will 


be a different world with Christ 
present and the Devil absent. No 
wonder we are told that the whole 
creation groans and is in travail 
for the coming of that momentous 
day, 


The Rapture of the Church Is 
an Imminent Event 


This means it may happen at 
any moment. The dictionary de- 
fines imminent as apt to occur im- 
mediately; and if the Bible teach- 
es anything it teaches that the 
coming in the air is possible at 
any moment. 

Bear in mind that there is no 


ingly scattered regiments, Joshua 
stands on a rock—I see his locks 
flying in the wind as he points his 
spear toward the doomed city, and 
that is the signal. The men rush 
out from behind the rocks and 
take the city, and it is put to the 
torch, and then these Israelites in 
the city march down and the fly- 
ing regiments of Israelites return, 
and between these two waves of 
Israelitish prowess the men of Ai 
are destroyed, and the Israelites 
gain the victory; and while I see 
the curling smoke of that de- 
stroyed city on the sky, and while 
I hear the huzza of the Israelites 
and the groan of the Canaanites, 
Joshua hears something louder 
than it all, ringing and echoing 
through his soul, ‘“There shall not 
any man be able to stand before 
thee all the days of thy life.” 


Gibeon Delivered: Sun Stands 
Still at Joshua’s Command 
But this is no place for the host 


of Joshua to _ stop. “Forward, 
march!” cries Joshua to the 
troops. There is the city of Gibe- 


on, It has put itself under the 
protection of Joshua. ‘They send 
word, “There are five kings after 
us; they are going to destroy us; 
send troops quick; send us help 
right away.” Joshua has a three 
days’ march, more than’ double- 
quick. On the morning of the 
third day he is before the enemy. 
There are two long lines of battle. 
The battle opens with great 
slaughter, but the Canaanites soon 
discover something. They say, 
“That is Joshua; that is the man 
who conquered the spring freshet 
and knocked down the stone wall 
of Jericho, and destroyed the city 
of Ai. There is no use fighting.” 
They sound a retreat, and as they 
begin to retreat, Joshua and his 
host spring upon them like a 
panther, pursuing them over the 
rocks, while the catapults of the 
sky pour a volley of hailstones into 
the valley, and all the artillery of 
the heavens, with bullets of iron, 
pound the Canaanites against the 
ledges of Beth-horon. “Oh!” says 
Joshua, “this is surely a victory.” 


“But do you not see the sun is 
going down? ‘Those Amorites are 
going to get away after all, and 
then they will come up some other 
time and bother us, and perhaps 
destroy us. See, the sun is going 
down. Oh, for a longer day than 
has even been seen in this cli- 
mate!” What is the matter with 
Joshua? Has he fallen in an apo- 
pletic fit? No. He is in prayer. 
Look out when a good man makes 
the Lord his ally. 


Joshua raises his face, radiant 
with prayer, and looks at the de- 
cending sun over Gibeon and at 
the faint crescent of the moon, 
for you know the queen of the 
night sometimes will linger 
around the palaces of the. day. 
Pointing one hand at the descend- 
ing sun and the other at the faint 
crescent of the moon, in the name 
of that God who shaped _ the 
worlds and moves the worlds, he 
cries: “Sun, stand thou still up- 
on Gibeon; and thou moon, in the 
valley of Ajalon.” ‘They halted. 

Whether it was by refraction of 
the sun’s rays, or by the stopping 
of the whole planetary system, I 
do not know, and do not care, I 


(Continued on page 10) 


prophecy to be fulfilled before 
Christ comes for His redeemed peo- 
ple. That is why Christ urged His 
disciples to constant watchfulness 


for that event. He said, “Take ye | - 


heed, “wateh- and pray; for ye 
know not when the time _ is” 
(Mark 13:33). After, describing 
the rapture when believers will 
be suddenly taken to Heaven and 
unbelievers left to endure the 
Great Tribulation; He said in 
Matthew 24:42, “Watch therefore, 
for ye know not what hour your 
Lord doth come.” In Mark 13:35, 
36 He warned, ‘‘Watch ye there- 
fore; for ye know not when the 
master of the house cometh, at 
even, or at midnight, or at the 
cockcrowing, or in the morning: 
Lest coming suddenly he find you 
sleeping.” 

Here is a simple test of the er- 
ror of post tribulation rapture. 
How could any believer be found 
sleeping if the church had to go 
through the tribulation? With 
Antichrist stalking the earth, the 
tribulation judgments decimating 
millions, the earth rocking under 
earthquakes that will cause the 
cities of the nations to fall (Rev. 
16:19), how could any Christian 
be asleep and be caught unaware 
of Christ’s coming, as our Lord 
warned some would be? The Beast 
will see that no believer is asleep 
during that awful period. 


In the face of these repeated 
declarations of the imminency and 
unexpectedness of His coming, 
what a solemn responsibility rests 
upon us as preachers to declare 
with a new urgency, both to the 
world and the church, the possibil- 
ity of imminent judgment. Events 
today are shouting aloud, calling 
all preachers, calling ‘all Chris- 
tians to warn the world of its dan- 
ger. In a day when even the 
scientists are telling us the end 
of things is near, is it not our 
first duty to warn mankind of 
what lies ahead? 


Professor D. R. Davies of Eng- 
land concludes his recent book, 
Divine Judgment in Human His- 
tory, with these words: 

-“Repent—that must be the 
burden of the Christian message 
to this age, which is drinking 
the bitterest waters of all his- 
torical eras. In a day when the 
judgment of God has melted 
into burning lava, and is pour- 
ing through the ruins of man’s 
proudest achievement, let the 
prophetic trumpet-call of re- 
pentance pierce the tormented 
soul of man, so that men, here 
and new, may lay hold of the 
redemption done, once and for- 
ever, by God in Christ.” 


I want to echo this challenge 
in the ears of all who will read 
this message. I am appalled at the 
silence of some of my ministerial 
brethren on the possibility of the 
soon coming of Christ. Surely this 
is an hour uniquely suited for the 
instruction of saints and warning 
of sinners. 

The presence of the church on 
earth is the only barrier between 
the world and the judgment of 
God. The moment the church js 
removed, the tribulation begins. 
Its awful judgments will fall upon 
an unwarned world with the sud- 
denness of the closing of a trap 
and the unexpectedness of a thief 
in the night. 

Paul warned us that “the day 
of the Lord |the Great Tribula- 
tion| so cometh as a thief in the 
night. For when they shall say, 
Peace and safety; then sudden de- 
struction cometh upon them ,. . 
and they shall not escape” (I 
Thess. 5:2, 3). 

Jesus informs us, “For as a 
snare |< trap] shall] it come on 
all them that dwell on the face 
of the whole earth” (Luke 21:35). 

Our Lord in Luke 17:27-29 
doubly emphasized this important 
point when referring to the flood 
in Noah’s day and the destruction 
of Sodom in the days of Lot— 
both declared to be types of 
Christ’s coming for believers, and 
the tribulation judgments that 
would immediately follow. He 
said, ‘“‘the day that Noah entered 
into the ark ... the flood came.” 

. The same day that Lot went 
out of Sodom it rained fire and 
brimstone from heaven.” Clearly 
there is no interval, no delay in 
judgment, once the Lord Jesus 
Christ comes in the air for His 
own. 

If, therefore, 


the coming of 


Christ for believers, followed by 
the tribulation judgments upon 
the unsaved, is possible at, any 
moment, with what earnestness, 
with what compassionate entreaty, 
with what compelling urgency 
should we press upon the unsaved 
the need of immediate repentance 
before the roof-falls ‘in upon them. 


Thank God, the door of mercy 
is not yet closed! Arouse, Christian, 
to pray believingly and work dili- 
gently~for the salvation.of your 
loved ones, friends, and neighbors 
unsaved while. yet there is time. 
Save them with fear pulling them 
out of the fire. Send them this 
copy of THE Sworp and ask them 
to read this message. 


And dear reader unsaved, I beg 
of you tenderly, lovingly, earnest- 
ly, and in the words of the God 
who loves you, “Turn ye, turn ye, 
for why will ye die?” 

—The End— 
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Billy Graham's Crusade— 


(Continued from page 1) 


of those saved among those who 
make profession will be higher. 


So sincere Christians and par- 


_ticularly.those of-us who are con-+= 


cerned about revival and anxious 
for the best revival methods and 
the best revival. preaching should 


inquire as to the_effectiveness.. of. 


the..Billy Graham_crusade.--in...ac- 
tually getting people saved among 
the masses of “inquirers’ who 
come forward. 


Let us-say to start with that 
we are glad for every soul that 
comes to Christ. We praise God 
for every time the Gospel is 
preached. With Paul we can say, 
“What then? notwithstanding, ev- 
ery way, whether in pretence, or 
in truth, Christ is preached; and 
I therein do rejoice, yea, and will 


of the youth emphasis in the cru- 
sade. 


Breakdown 

‘most 60 per cent of those 
making decisions were students. 
Approximately 19 per cent were 
white collar workers and manual 


laborers. ‘Housewives made up an- 


Other 15. Only 4 per cent of. those 
making decisions were classified 
in the business and _ professional 
group. 

“Dr. Farrah reports that 62 per 
cent of the inquirers were women. 


“The Total attendance at the 
crusade was 693,725. Of this num- 
ber, 442,860 came through ‘Opera- 
tion Andrew.’ The purpose of this 
operation was to organize bus- 
loads of church members and non- 


tendants. That is surprising, Then 
the mass of those coming forward 
were already church members, 


In the book by Sherwood Elliott 
Wirt, Crusade at the Golden Gate, 
somewhat officially reporting the 
crusade, Dr. Wirt says on page 
153 that “‘. the blessings did 
not consist primarily of new. addi- 
tions to the rolls. Individual 
churches felt the effects of Billy 
Graham’s presence in many ways. 
At first ministers were disappoint- 
ed to find that most of the re- 
ferral cards did not provide new 
timber, but.inwa number of cases 
simply listed their own people.”’ 

Dr. Wirt says on page 153: 
“Most of the decisions of church 
people were for ‘reaffirmation of 
faith’ or ‘dedication’ .’ So, we 
gather, most of those already in 
the churches did not come for 
salvation, and only some 200 of 
the others gave much evidence of 
salvation, 


and making profession of faith, 
after being dealt with in the in- 
quiry room, after being followed 
up in some six months of labor, 
had yet joined a church! At first 
Bill Rose published that “less than 
1 per cent” of those who had not 
frequented a church before “have 
become church members” after 
the Graham crusade, Then he 
asked that that be changed to Say 
“very few.” And he writes Dr. 
Noel Smith, “Actually about. 200 
who had no previous connections 
with a church are now with a 
church.” Of the 1,300 -making 


|} some kind of profession not prev- 


iously connected with a church, 
only 200, after a six months’ fol- 
low-up had joined churches! That 
would mean only one member to 
five participating churches, or 
only two members to every three 
churches sponsoring the cam- 
paign! 

In the January 25 Oakland 


Catholics who came forward, were 
dealt with, and were contacted 
after the crusade. Then nearly 
all these 1,335 Catholics remained 
Catholics. We suppose that they 
still pray to the Virgin Mary. We 
suppose they still depend on a 
priest to forgive their sins when 
they confess to him through a hole 
in the wall. We suppose that they 
still depend on the sacrifice of 
the Mass to get them out of 
purgatory when they go to purga- 
tory. If they do not pray to Mary, 
confess to a priest, and depend on 
the Mass, then they are not good 


(Continued on page 12) 


PAUL SAID HE WAS GLAD TO HAVE 
THE GOSPEL PREACHED, WHATEVER 
MIGHT BE THE MOTIVE OF THE 
PREACHER, I THANK GOD FOR THE 
GOSPEL, WHETHER IT IS PREACHED 
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ay: ? y é AKI € SAID THAT IT IS THE GOSPEL WHICH 
Graham campaigns, We are glad! ing those whose decision cards| f@ith before and came openly to 


when the Gospel is preached and 
when souls are saved, But, with 


were assigned to the church but 


claim Christ as Saviour. Out of 


other surrounding communities.’ 


DOES THE BUSINESS. THE PREACHER 


who had had no previous contact | S°™e 2,700 public professions of “He reports that of the 100\1s HUMAN, BUT THE GOSPEL IS DI- 
the evidence now at hand, ear-| with the particular church faith in our Chicago campaign, | People referred to him by the cru-| ye, MeN MAY RESIST A PREACHER, 
nestly sought by a committee rep-| up. Parpah concludes. that | here Were more than 900 who did sade, 25 have become members of | pu ruey CANNOT RESIST THE Gos- 


resenting Dr. Billy Graham and 
the Church Federation which 
sponsored the Billy Graham re- 
vival in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, it is legitimate and proper 
that we should study the evidence 


those whose decisions last are peo- 
ple who were brought to the cru- 
sade by some church member.” 


Bill Rose Later Says They 


not even have any church prefer- 
ence because they had no contact 
with churches, not even relatives 
in any local churches. And in our 
Buffalo, New York, campaign, out 
of 997 public professions, consider- 


tendants had joined 


his church.” 


If only 200 of those 1,300 not 
previously church members or at- 
any church 
after six months, and after 
of every 100 had been personally 


96 out | 


PEL WITHOUT DOING IT 
OF THEIR SOULS. 


AT THE PERIL 
—~BoB JONES, Sr. 
NE ERS OO 


and weigh the methods in the Have Found 200 Church ably more than a third of them| contacted and followed up, then Falls 50 tO 75 
light of the factual results pre- Members likewise had not even any church} how many of the 1,300 do you 


sented by the campaign committee 
and the Billy Graham representa- 
tive. 

We feel it proper and profitable 


Our good friend Dr. Noel Smith, 
editor of the Baptist Bible Trib- 
une, wrote the church editor, Bill 
tose, of Oakland Tribune, asking 


preference since neither they nor 
their parents had ever had any 
particular contact with any 
churches in the area, I say it is 


suppose were really saved? One 
may be saved without joining a 
church, but obviously Christians 
who are well taught usually do 
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This report, remember, is an| My article on the effectiveness of others besides churen . members In the report by Dr. Farrah, aS | transacti ; conducted by mail. 
official report. the Billy Graham Crusade here, were saved. But none of the Billy quoted in the Oakland Tribune by | Ss via ey pm 
provided you make one change. Graham team and none of the} Bill Rose, it was stated, “APProxi- | oe tage eee ee eee 
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althful and the backsliders but 


had only a negligible impact on 
those with no prior church affilia- 
tion. 


“Approximately 1,300 people 
made decisions at the Cow Palace 
who had not frequented a church 
before. Less than one per cent of 
this number have become church 
members. 

“These findings along with oth- 
er statistics and evaluations of the 
Cow Palace crusade were an- 
nounced yesterday by Dr. Charles 
Farrah of the crusade follow-up 
team. He has been gathering data 
since June on the crusade’s ef- 
fectiveness. 


“Bright Spots 


“Because of the administrative 
and mechanical problems involved, 
there are several questions left 
unanswered by the survey. Dr. 
Farrah says it is impossible to 
determine how many lives were 


who had no. previous connections 
with a church are now with a 
church. Thanks for your inquiry. 
Please send me a copy of the 
periodical in which the article ap- 
pears. 

“Sincerely, 

(Signed) Bill Rose 

Church Editor” 


We are glad to make this cor- 
rection by Mr. Rose, who has writ- 
ten up in friendly manner the of- 
ficial report of the Billy Graham 
follow-up committee. 


Note Some Startling Facts 
About This Official Report of 
the San Francisco Crusade 


1, Dr. Farrah reports that “‘very 
few churches were able to gain 
new adherents by contacting those 
whose decision cards were 
signed to the church but who -had 


had no previous contact with: the |- 


as- 


“very few” after coming forward 


ing forward would be about 1,335 
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“Approximately 5 per cent of 
those making a decision here were 
Roman Catholics. According to Dr. 
Farrah, nearly all of this num- 


backsliders, but had only a neglig- 
ble impact on those with no prior 
church affiliation.” 


2. “Approximately 1,300 people 
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planations of some _ forty-seven 
verses of Scripture with different 
shades of meaning about sin. 


These word studies will stir in- 
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. . e 
ber have remained. Roman Catho- moiceaginy vec at sone oe Senne P. 0. Box 495 Monett, Mo.| terest, help at hard places, and mehucan—— 
lic, who had not tfrequentead a cnhure eel sive preaching eal to many a MESSIANIC FELLOWSHIP 
before.” Of the total number of give preaching dl ‘ 


“He reports that the most visible 
benefit of the crusade in many 
churches is the increased number 
of members who are volunteering 
for home visitation programs. 

“Graham’s contention that the 
real results of a crusade do not 
show up until three or four years 
later will have plenty of oppor- 
tunity to be proved here because 


“inquirers’” who came forward in 
the Billy Graham campaign and 
were dealt with and were followed 
up in six long months of extensive 
work, only some 1,300 people “had 
not frequented a church before;”’ 
that is, we suppose there were 
only 1,300 who were not already 
church members or frequent at- 
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Page Ten 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


A PO AS 0 


Friday, April 10, 1959 


Triumph All the Way 


(Continued from page 8) 


leave it to the Christian scientists 
and the infidel scientists to settle 
that question, while I tell you I 


standing still?” Yes. The same 
miracle is performed nowadays. 
The wicked do not live out half 
their day, and their sun sets at 


against sin, and the day of his use- 
fulness is prolonged and prolonged 
and prolonged, 


John Summerfield was a con- 
sumptive Methodist. He looked 
fearfully white, I am told, as he 
stood in the old Sands Street 
Church in Brooklyn preaching 


in his due season” Deut. 11 
32 initials of two men who were 
“heirs with him of the same 
promise” Heb. 11:9 


|21 “the glory of Jacob shall be 


WIAD ” Isa. 17:4 
22 a close-fitting cap 
23 “‘the eye of their God was upon 


Nearly everyone knows of some 
couple “madly in love” who plan 


pleading for the Bible until un- 
usual and unknown glories rolled 
forth trom that book. When he 
was dying his pillow was brushed 
with the wings of an angel from 
the skies, the messenger that God 
sent down. Did John Summer- 
field’s sun set? Did John Sum- 


these nights of trouble, and dark- 
ness, and sorrow, and_ sickness 
were illumined by the grace of the 
Gospel; and people came many 


be able to stand before thee all 
the days of thy life.” Before you 
fasten up the door, I want five 
more kings beheaded and thrust 
in: King Alcohol, King Fraud, 
King Lust, King Superstition, 
King Infidelity. Let them be be- 
headed and hurl them in. ‘Then 


and as he lies there, his white 
locks snowing down on _. his 
wrinkled forehead, I ask if God 
has kept His promise all the 


. have seen the same_ thing.|noon. But let a man start out in| Christ, and again on the _ anni- merfield’s day end? Oh, no! Hé} fasten up the door forever. posed 
“What!!.say you, “not the sun| battle for God and the truth and'versary platform in New York, lives on in his burning utterances | shall the inscription and what 
in behalf of the Christian Church.| shall the epitaph be?—for all Ww 
He said, “I cannot die now. I am|Christian philanthropists of all Bi 
g| only twenty-seven years of age.|ages are going to come and look fui 
66 ( Sun of my Christian influence,| at it. What shall the inscription 
Slave a ers = 1e ; e” stand thou still above America.”|be? ‘There shall not any man the 
And it stood still. be able to stand before thee all the 
Robert McCheyne was a con-| days of thy life.” 
sumptive Presbyterian. It was But it is time for Joshua to go 
II Chronicles 34 Fre f said when he preached he coughed|pome He is a hundred and ten te: 
Ae | so it seemed as if he would never ou 
€, 71 ) ; ; . ; years old. Washington went down 
Young King Josiah Leads His People Back to God pheteh suai.” Yd ame te fe-| go 5 ie. cae ot toner Vernon R 
grant in all Christendom—that | cjoseq his days. Wellington died . 
Clues Across 90 “They have gathered together} for correct, prompt answers to name is mightier today than was peacefully at Apsley House. Now, th 
1 “and the men did 2... work the money that was found in Puzzle Number 15 ever his living presence. He lived} nore shall Joshua rest? Why, he N 
faithfully” the ----_- to preach the Gospel in Aberdeen, | ;. t4 have his createst battle now. . 
tery 3 iy es aR stood in his|91 “for great is the wrath of the Edinburgh, and Dundee, but he} after 4 hundred and ten vears he . 
ee ee went away very early. He) has to meet a king who has more rs 
Gtr ag orga mare all that were pres- preached himself into the grave. fie kok ce 
rin sore Clues Down = subjects than all the present popu- 
pg Israel to serve... the i *¢ seth eather thes to uk, Mixed Marriage Has Robert McCheyne's sun ner lation of the earth, his throne a at 
> | i REE , every one that thirst- fathers’ ” | Is oer McChey eee day ended’ pyramid of skulls, his parterre the at 
eth” Isa. 55 2a left-handed judge (Judg. 3: Vix-u Oh, no. His dying delirium was graveyards and the cemeteries of 1S 
Be hdc is the way, which lead-|* 15) p filled with prayer, and when he the world. his chariot the world’s U 
eth unto life’ Matt. 7 4 “he reigned —___~_ Jerusalem By Walter F. Ribbe lifted his hand to pronounce the | hearce.the King of Terrors. 
14 “while he was yet ~----- he one and thirty years” : benediction upon his family, and ee : 
began to seek after the God of| 5 “no god of any _-___- or king- the benediction upon his country,| But if this Is Joshua’s greatest 
Dav id” ae dom was able to deliver his he seemed to say: “I cannot die| battle, it is going to be Joshua's 
BE epiniass — were of the king’s sub- people” If Chron, 32 now: I want to live on and on. I| greatest victory. He gathers his 
stance” II Chron. 35:7 6 initials of three men who tried ; : ; he | friends around him and gives his 
17 a Canaanite city (Josh. 12:23)| to fight Israel: I Sam. 17:4; I Wat tO HLark ah: Sneice fOr Te te as Sik fall ok pana 
18 “he ‘caused all that were pres- Kings 16:6: II Sam. 8:3 Church that will never cease. lam valedictory and it is full im iat 
ent °.°; tO Stand © <acuce 7 “which of them will love him only thirty years of age. Sun of se eeatetcy Young — ve 4 7 
a0 Pa , 1 have told you” Matt.|...-.=_.- ?” Luke 7 my Christian ministry, stand still| they are going to do; old men te ' 
28 “my heart standeth in ~_---~ és over Scotland.” And it stood still. a yan camp done. a as you 
20 “strowed .__. upon the graves Psa. 119 :161 s ti h ave heard a_ grandfather, or 
of them that had sacrificed” 9 LE will Dring: 24... upon this hri reel eae age. “there — . great-grandfather, seated by the N 
: . Christian woman very consecrat 
22 “the king stood in his place, place” evening fire, tell of Monmouth or 3 
and made a ______ before the|11 a town built by the sons of ed, and she had a drunken hus-| - sown. and then lift the crutch 
Lord ak Elpaal (I Chron. 8:12) ey eee Oey See see eee te or staff as thou h it were a mus- 
26 “He saith among the trumpets,|13 “Josiah was eight years old domestic trouble. She lost her ket pe fight a Rte ‘Shits eas 
Leen Job 39 when he began to ______ children, and there came the night id battl ‘ Sacks 7 
26 ie es art thou,|15 “when he had broken down the of bereavement. She was very ill, | 0, DA°Nes were worse ig 
Lord?” Acts 9 altars and the ~___-- (s)” and there came the night of sick- gathers his friends around his dy- 
29 Hebrew _ word meaning ‘God’ /19 “I have hacen — book 5 a. ness. Her soul departed, and there aoe a it pe goa rsa 
20 cout aed a ie ile Lord” in the house of the cime the night 6f Geath: But all | *OTY OF WHat Be nas been throes 


—" — — eT 


34 “All that was committed to He cock of the Jews” Ezra|to marry, yet one is a Protestant] miles to see how cheerful a Chris- | “°Y through. As he lies there 
thy servants, they -~~-~- tO and the other a Roman Catholic.| tian could be when ill and how| he tells the story one, two, 
Oe ie it whithersoever he| 24 ‘“______ for the king of Judah,|1If you don’t know of anyone like cheerfully a Christian wna die or three times—you have heard 
will” Prov, 21 (modern spell- who sent you” that, the chances are very strong ; ‘ |old people tell a story two | 
ing) ee 50 EE eee report that|that you will know of them in the} The moon that illumined that|/,, three times over—and he 
36 “because ... thou... didst I heard” I Kings 10:6 very near future. This is beginning night of trouble was a reflection answers: “I go the way of all the 
rend thy clothes, and weep|27 “And Hilkiah ~_____ and said|to become one of Christendom's | from the Sun of Righteousness. In navth and not oné wera. of the 
iw me” to Shaphan the scribe” major problems, and the tragic} the last hour of that night—that wales tae thiisd: HAs one aeed 
39 “Go, inquire of the Lord for|31 “With him is an —_--__ of| consequences of such a “mixed _ paaegeunsaat ab nemmaaes  ompsosanton otal y 


me, .and for —__._ that are left” 
40 land Abraham left (Gen, 11:28) 


flesh” II Chron. 32:8 
33 king of Judah, son of Amon, 


marriage’ should be known “be- 
fore’ the union, not afterward 


night of darkness and_ sickness 
and misfortune—as she lifted her 


thereof has failed; all has come 
to pass, not one word thereof has 


ate ana 3 ate ; hand toward Heaven, those who] ¢,:;,4» ; 
41 N. T. name for wife of Abra- hes prone right in the sight of ae vigil aaah nia stood nearest her pillow could fear apingo nce - vive ee 
ham (Heb. 11) aay hear the whisper, for she wanted es eS ee eee eee 
2. 39 melt This message, a reprint from a ?, : says: “Choose now whom you will 
42 “thou shalt —-_-~- gathered t0|36 “he ______ the bones of the| Moody Monthly article, will do|to live on in the generations that 


thy grave in peace” 

43 forgives; as used in John 20:23 

44 “1. will pour ....._ upon him 
that is thirsty“ Isa. 44 

46 “Before Abraham was, I —---- ig 
John 8:58 

Pia Ee at is me! for I am un- 
done”’ Isa. 6 


49 “Shaphan carried the book —__. 
the king” 


Deadline: April 20, 1959 


priests upon their altars” 

3T “how .longe. will it: de. —...__ 
they believe me?”’ Num. 14:11 

38 a rodent 

42 the father of Balaam (Num. 
22:3) , 

SO: sae things have I required” 
Prov. 30 

46 same as 24 down 

47 “Tell ye the man that sent you 
to ee ne 9) 
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Name 


much to enlighten readers to the 
hard, cold facts wrapped up in the 
“mixed marriage’ involvement. 
And what actually is involved in 
such a case is not known by the 
average Protestant — or Roman 
Catholic either, for that matter. 
Get this booklet, digest its con- 
tents, then place it into the hands 
of aS many young people as the 
scope of your influence allows. 


THE RULES 


1. Fill in the empty blanks ac- 
cording to the clues given. An- 


and address in the blank below the 
puzzle. (Please include country. in 
foreign addresses.) This coupon 
will serve as your address label 
for the envelope containing your 
prize. Mail to: PUZZLE EDITOR, 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD, Wheaton, 
Illinois. If you do not wish to cut 
up your copy of the paper, you 
may print (not more than three 
inches wide) on a separate sheet 
of paper your name and address, 
and the answers according to the 
clue numbers given. Entries will 
not be returned. 


3. In order for you to receive 
this week's prize, Mixed. Marriage 
Mix-up, your entry must{bexpost- 
marked by midnight. April 20; 
1959. If your paper arrives after 
the deadline date, please place the 
date of arrival on the entry. The 
answer to Puzzle Number 15 will 


appear in the May 1 issue of THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD: 


4. Each person having a correct 
entry will receive a: coupon along 


with the weekly prize. Save ’these| {> 


coupons! They are important! At 
the end of the year those who have 
forty-eight coupons will receive a 
large type, clothbound Scofield 
Reference Bible. Please remember 


that the coupons which you have: 


were to follow, consecrated to 
God; she wanted to have: an in- 
fluence long after she had entered 
upon her eternal reward, and 
while her hand was lifted and her 
lips were moving, those who stood 
nearest her pillow could hear her 
say, “I want to live on for many 
years of good. Thou Moon, stand 
still in the valley of Ajalon.”’ 


Faithful and Blessed ’Til 
Death and a Generation 
More 


But Joshua “was not quite 
through. There was time for five 
funerals before the sun of that 


preach the funeral sermon. of 
those five dead kings—King of 
Jerusalem, King of Hebron, King 
of Jarmuth, King of Lachish, King 
of Eglon? Let it be by Joshua. 
What is his text? What shall be 
the epitaph put on the door cf the 
tomb? ‘There shall not any man 


basis. Also, duplicate coupons will 
not count as two separate coupons. 
When you receive duplicate copies 
of the coupons and prizes, please 
return the extra copies. Please 
limit all correspondence to only 
necessary items, and always in- 
clude your complete address. 
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serve, the God of Israel, or the 
God of the Amorites. As for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” 


A dying parent cannot be reck- 
less or thoughtless of his children. 
Consent. to part with them forever 
at the door of the tomb we can- 
not. By the cradle in which their 
infancy was rocked, by the bosom 
on which they first lay, by the 
blood of the covenant, by the God 
of Joshua, it shall not be. We 
will not part, we cannot part. Je- 
hovah-Jireh, we take Thee at Thy 
promise. “I will be a God to thee 
and thy seed after thee.” 


Dead, the old chieftain must be 


| swers must. be complete and cor- prolonged day set. Who will} laid out. Handle him very gently; 
14 ee rect, pipers their Sb ge e-euiretate that sacred body is over a hundred 
A Massillon preached — the unera 
) ae wher ““land ten. years of age. Lay him 
2. PRINT (not write) your name] carmon over Louis XVI. Who will : y 


out, stretch out those feet that 
walked dry shod the parted Jor- 
dan. Close those lips which helped 
blow the blast at which the walls 
of Jericho fell. Fold the arm that 
lifted the spear toward the 
doomed city of Ai. Fold it right 
over the heart that exulted when 
the five kings fell. But where 
shall we get the burnished granite 
for the headstone and the foot- 
stone? I bethink myself now. I 
imagine that for the head it shall 
be the sun that stood still upon 
Gibeon, and for the foot, the moon 
that stood still in the valley of 
Ajalon. 
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15% Reduction on 


Scofield Keference Bibles 


We have only a limited supply of Bibles—-taken over from Sword Book Room. 
When these are gone, we will stock no others in Retail Department. So order your 


Scof ield Reference Bi- 
bles are available in 
three sizes — Pocket, 
Handy (or medium), 
and Large, all in fac- 


simile editions. 


Bible now at this fine reduction. This 15% discount will be mentioned only in this 
one issue. First orders come, first served. Own one of the finest Bibles in the world— 


the Scofield Reference Bible. 


t 
Pastors, evangelists, Bible 
teachers, good Christians—all 


ought to have THE BEST 
REFERENCE BIBLE IN 
THE WORLD, and this is 
the Scofield Reference Bible. 
No other reference Bible is as 
accurate and as scholarly in its 
notes, as sound and thorough in 
its Bible teachings, as practical 
‘ and useable for either the schol- 
ar or the ordinary Christian, as 
is the Scofield Reference Bible. 
Uses King James Version. 


‘The exclusive secret formula 
India paper, the thinnest Bible 
paper in the world, makes the 
Scofield Reference Bible, with 
more helps, yet thinner and 
easier to carry and use than 
other reference Bibles. 

There are maps, definitions, 
a suggested date and chronology 
of the Bible on every page; sub- 
ject index, concordance, and 
other helps that are the finest 
in the world. 


Buy now, and save 15%! 


Reference Editions 


India paper edition — 


TYPE SPECIMENS , 
Pocket Size 


Handy Size 


the “world to condemn the world; 


17 For God sent not his Son into 
but that the world through him 


a kosmoe } 
4.48) = 


Large Size 

18 ¢He that believeth on him is|> Or, 
not condemned: but he that believ-| 18) 
eth not is condemned already, be- 


Concordance Editions 


With Concordance, Dictionary of Scripture Proper Names, 


Some Points of 


e * 
Regular Sale Subject Index, and colored maps with indexed Atlas Su periority: 
Number - Price Price : : ee : : 
” Ultrathin Oxford India Paper Edition, 7/8-inches thick— 
30 Cloth, square corners, red edges. Dust jacket. “ 1. It uses the familiar King James Ver- 
roe: as Sreaae: BO. S 3.18 Number Sale sion of the Scriptures. 
72 Moroccoette, limp, round corners, red under 133x French Morocco, half circuit round corners, Price 
gold edges, (Large size) $850 $ 7.13 red under gold edges. For Family Record . Notes prepared, not my oe onknowe 
specify F. R. (Handy size) $13.50 $11.48 writer, but by Dr, C. |. Scofield and eight 
ible teachers. 
135x White French Morocco, washable, limp, imi- manag See foes 
Looseleaf Edition tation leather lined, round corners, gold 3. The only reference Bible that gives 
Printed with generous margins on special writing quality Oxford India paper; edges, ornamental gold roll. Family Record. adequate and sound help on prophecy, the 
ideally suited for study purposes; 75 sheets (150 pages) of ruled bond paper for Gift boxed (Handy size) $15.50 $13.18 second coming of Christ and related events, 
notes. The looseleaf mechanism is easy to operate and unlocks back and front, : ’ 
making it easy to insert note pages, When open the Bible lies flat on desk or Z-133x French Morocco, zipper closure, round cor- page after page throughout the Bible. For 
pulpit. ners, red under gold edges. (Handy size) this reason the great fundamental Christian 
Oxford India Paper Edition $16.50 $14.03 leaders use the Scofield Bible. 
size 61/4 x 11/,’’, with maps: ' 

(4 fay . 158x = French peony limp, ee ean’ por 4. It is especially sound and full on such 
Number corners, gold edges, ornamental gold roll. , : Set 
. ee Family Record (Handy size) BLACK OR matters as the Gelty of Cnrist, verbal inspir 
382x Vinyl Covers, levant grain, half circuit, ation of the Bible, salvation by grace 

round corners, red under gold edges. $25.00 $21.25 RED $16.50 $14.03 ie io Bick 
’ 8 : . through faith, regeneration, the virgin birth 
ote setae 147x Morocco, hand grained, half circuit, leather 
385x Morocco, levant grain, divinity circuit, of Christ, etc. 
leather lined, round corners, red under gold Hined, round corners, BLACK, red under gold 
: 25 00 edges. BLUE, BROWN, MAROON or RED, 5. The helps are on pages where needed, 
edges. $35.00 $29.75 gold edges. (Handy size) $20.00 $17.00 
‘ There are introductions to each book in the 
Z-1838x French Morocee, zipper closure, round cor- Bible. There is a chain reference system on 
ners, red under gold edges, (Large size) great themes whereby one may follow 
$19.50 $16.58 these references through the Bible to every 
177x Morocco, small levant grain, divinity circuit, Scripture on such a theme, There are para- 
leather lined, round corners, red under gold graph headings so that one can find his 
9 
edges (Large size) $22.00 $18.70 place instantly if he wants to read the 
179x Natural Morocco, half circuit, leather lined, parable of the Prodigal Son, or other events 
round corners, red under gold edges. (Large or lessons. These paragraph headings are 
size) $22.00 $18.70 very valuable. There are marginal refer- 
187x Morocco, hand grained, half circuit, leather ences to other Scriptures, and notes on 
lined, round corners, BLACK, red under gold money, dates, weights, measures, etc. At the 
edges, BLUE, BROWN, GREEN, MAROON, b 
, ?’ , , ottom of the page there will be notes of 
RED, gold edges. (Large size) $25.00 $21.25 pag , 
explanation, 
188x Genuine Pin Seal, half circuit, leather lined, es 
round corners, red under gold edges. Gold Dr. William McCarreil well says that one 
fillet. (Large size) $30.00 $25.50 who has a Scofield Reference Bible “carries 
479x Moroceo, hand grained, divinity circuit, aren a =~ Bible institute course ie 
leather lined, round corners, red under gold his pocket. 
edges. Ultrathin Oxford India paper edition, 
1-1/16” thick (Large size) $27.50 $23.38 
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(Continued from page 9) 


Catholics. But can converted peo- 
ple who have been properly taught 
in the inquiry room and have been 
contacted by good Christians aft- 
erwards—can converted people 
still go on praying to the Virgin 
Mary, depending on a priest to 
forgive their sins, and depending 
on the sacrifice of the Mass to do 
something for them that the sacri- 
fice of Christ did not do? I think 
it only fair to suggest that prob- 
ably most of these Catholics are 
not converted. A few, confused or 
immature, might stay Roman 
Catholics after they have been 
truly converted. But long experi- 
ence indicates that most really 
converted Catholics are no longer 
happy to stay 
church. 

On Sunday night March 8 I 
closed an eight-day revival cam- 
paign in Nederland, Texas. Of the 
ten or twelve who came forward 
to claim Christ as Saviour before 
I rushed to the plane in the midst 
of the invitation, one was a Catho- 
lic woman who came to be saved. 
I would think it very strange if 
she stayed in the Catholic church. 

Three weeks ago in Woodbridge, 
New Jersey, as Dr. Bob Jones 
and I had a one-day rally on scrip- 
tural evangelism, a Catholic wom- 
an was saved and came forward 
with many tears to claim Christ. 
I would be shocked if I should 
learn that she continued as a 
Catholic after that and she indi- 
cated that she could not do so. 

Ten days ago Dr. Jones and I 
had a conference in the Marquette 
Manor Baptist Church of Chicago. 
After the service a fine Christian 
man seized my arm and pointed 
to a pew and told me, “Twenty 
years ago I sat in that pew and 
heard you preach. Then I stepped 
out in the aisle and put myself 
in the hands of Jesus Christ, trust- 
ing Him to save my soul. My fam- 
ily were all Catholics and so was 
I, but that night I was saved.” 
And had he remained in the 
Catholic church? No, he was now 
Sunday School superintendent and 
chairman of the board of Mar- 
quette Manor Baptist Church. 

Many hundreds of Catholics 
have claimed Christ in my serv- 
ices. They have almost universally 
left the Catholic churches when 
they came to Christ and got saved. 
Can the soul winner who knows 
what it means to really take 
Christ as Saviour think that these 
who still pray to Mary and go to 
confession and depend on the Mass 
to keep them out of purgatory— 
can one think that they are most 
of them truly converted? I doubt 
it. 

And incidentally, on this point did 
the crusade committee send these 
people back to their Catholic 
churches?-Did anybody tell them 
of the plan of salvation directly, 
contradicting prayers to Mary, 
confession to a priest, and depend- 
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Billy Graham's Crusade— 


in the Catholic. 


ence on church ordinances for sal- 
vation? I think they were sent 
back to Catholic churches and I 
have a very serious doubt in my 
sad heart that many of these 
Catholics were saved. 


In the San Francisco Examiner 
of January 24, the San Francisco 
executive committee members, Dr. 
Carl G. Howie of Calvary Pres- 
byterian Church, Rev. Ross F. 
Hidy of St. Mark’s’ Lutheran 
Church, and Rev. Donald Lehmann 
of Glad Tidings Temple, reported 
further. They said, “It will be 
some time before the direct re- 
sults of the crusade can be finally 
and accurately evaluated. A tenta- 
tive evaluation and report made 
by the committee recently was 
misinterpreted in certain quarters. 
More than 1,300 people who made 
decisions at the crusade have unit- 


It represents the best favorable 
viewpoint towards Dr. Graham 
and the crusade. 

In that write-up “Dr. Wirt con- 
fesses that at present there has 
been a relatively small impact on 
the previously unchurched ... .” 

Also, Dr. Wirt says that in San 
Francisco there are “8,200 new 
people coming in every month.” 
And again “Only 15 per cent [of 
the newcomers| join here.” But 
if 15 per cent of 8,200 new people 


join San Francisco churches every 


month, then the churches would 
receive close to 1,300 members ev- 
ery month (instead of nine 
months!) without the Billy Gra- 
ham crusade! 

Again we quote from page 153, 
“The months that followed the 
San Francisco Crusade proved two 
things conclusively: first, that the 
participating churches were abun- 
dantly blessed by the meetings; 
and second, that the blessings did 
not consist primarily of new addi- 
tions to the rolls. Individual 


What is Faith? 


John Wesley, it is said, was once engaged in a 
very important conference with some of his as- 
sociates. They were discussing the subject of faith. 
No one seemed to be able to give a satisfactory defi- 
nition. At last they called in a woman who was 
known to possess deep spirituality and strong good 
sense. When she was asked what faith was, she 
promptly replied: ‘It is taking God at His Word.’ 


‘That will do,’ 


enough for us all.’ 


said Mr. 


Wesley, ‘that is 
—Bright Words 
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ed with churches of the Bay Area 
and the number is increasing each 
week.” 


We will take this official state- 
ment at face value. In some nine 
months’ time after the campaign 
began “more than 1,300 people 
who made decisions at the cru- 
sade have united with churches of 
the Bay Area.” But that would in- 
clude obviously a transfer of mem- 
bers from one church to another. 
And it is reasonable to suppose 
that over 1,000 churches in nine 
months’ time would, without any 
Billy Graham crusade, -have “more 
than 1,300 people” to join the 
churches. Dr.. Wirt in his book 
says 8,200 newcomers join the 
churches there each year, In that 
Same time (nine months) a great- 
er number than 1,300 joined the 
Highland Park Baptist Church at 
Chattanooga alone, and most of 
these actual converts came for 
baptism! In the same time more 
than 1,300 people came for mem- 
bership in the Temple Baptist 
Church, Detroit, most of them 
coming as converts for baptism. 
If the more than 1,000 churches 
got slightly more than one new 
member in the nine months among 
those who made some decision at 
Cow Palace, it would be still a 
very modest report, and less than 
one out of twenty of those com- 
ing forward in the crusade! 

In any large city-wide crusade 
where only one out of twenty of 
those coming forward joins any 
church, and when only one out of 
133 of those making decisions is 
a nonchurchgoer who joins the 
church, it shows very poor evi- 
dence of salvation. 

I wonder what San Francisco 
churches think of spending over 
a half million dollars to get 200 
outsiders converted (presumably) 
and in the churches, and a few 
hundred others to transfer. their 
membership? (That dees _ not 
count over $800,000 raised for ra- 
dio and TV.) 


The Crusade Book Estimates 
That Definite Soul-Saving 
Results Were Relatively 
Rare 


As I have indicated above, Dr. 
Wirt, pastor of the Hillside Pres- 
byterian Church, has written a 
book about the Billy Graham San 
Francisco Crusade. It is entitled 
Crusade at the Golden Gate, has 
175 pages, published by Harpers. 
The book is official; it represents 
Dr. Graham and his team and the 
crusade committee, Bill Rose in 
Oakland Tribune, March 11, 
writes, “Significantly, Graham’s 
organization is so impressed with 
the book that he has been invited 
to Australia to write another 
when Graham completes his six- 
teen week effort in June. Dr. Wirt 
has resigned from the pulpit and 
leaves today for Australia.” So 
the book is friendly, is authentic. 
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churches felt the effect of Billy 
Graham’s presence in many ways. 
At first ministers were disappoint- 
ed to find that most of the refer- 
ral cards did not provide new tim- 
ber, but in a number of cases sim- 
ply listed their own people. Some 
were disturbed to find their loyal 
and faithful workers suddenly de- 
ciding to ‘accept Jesus Christ as 
Saviour and Lord.’ Others were 
grateful that it had happened even 
at that late date. 

“Most of the decisions of church 
people were for ‘reaffirmation of 
faith’ or ‘dedication.’ ” 

On page 154 Dr. Wirt says, “We 
remain nevertheless a_ statistics- 
minded people, and there were 
pastors and churches in the Bay 
Area who felt, when it was all 
over, that there was really not 
much to report for all the fanfare 
and activity. Somé churches re- 
ceived new members in consider- 
able numbers, but they were the 
exceptions.” (One of the _ co- 
chairmen said he received 25 mem- 
bers!) 

Again we quote Dr. Wirt’s book 
on page 147, 

“Nevertheless it has become all 
too evident in the time since the 
closing rally that the moral life of 
the great metropolitan area was 
barely touched. There was no les- 
sening of the crime rate. The up- 
per strata of San Francisco and 
peninsula society, with a few ex- 
ceptions, remained supremely un- 
interested. There was no outbreak 
of revival—in the traditional sense 
—in the churches. It would be a 
grievous error to claim too much 
for the work of the Holy Spirit 
during May and June of 1958. If 
we are to assess the real values, 
we must be swayed neither by 
statistics nor by wishful think- 
ing.” 

“There was no outbreak of re- 
vival.” “The moral life of the 
great metropolitan area was bare- 
ly touched. There was no lessen- 
ing of the crime rate.” 

Again on pages 148, 149 Dr. 
Wirt says: 

“Human nature being what it is, 
there were undoubtedly twenty- 
eight thousand reasons why the 
twenty-eight thousand _ people 
came forward at the San Francis- 
co Crusade, Some came admitted- 
ly just ‘for kicks.’ Some came out 
of curiosity to find out what went 
on in the counseling room. Some 
went down because their girl 
friends or boy friends did, and it 
was less conspicuous (so _ it 
seemed) to go than to remain be- 
hind. Some were really confused. 
Some were Roman Catholic, and 
went forward as one would go to 
light a candle in an act of devo- 
tion. Some little children went 
along because they had to accom- 
pany their older brothers or sis- 
ters. Some adults went - forward 
more than once in order to accom- 
pany members of their family. 
Some were seeking background 


material for a term paper on re- 
ligion. Some simply wanted a clos- 
er look at Billy Graham. At least 
one man went forward in an at- 
tempt to retain his sanity.” 


This reminds us of Dr. Farrah’s 
report. Only 44 per cent of the 
‘“inquirers” even finished the first 
lesson of the series of Bible les- 
sons addressed to the inquirers. 
Most of them were teen-agers, 
most of them were already in con- 
nection with the church, Catho- 
lics remained Catholics. 

Such serious reports, the best 
that can be turned out by the cru- 
sade officials and by the represen- 
tatives of the churches themselves 
which favored the crusade, show 
that relatively a small per cent of 
the inquirers coming forward real- 
ly found Christ. 


Compare the Billy Graham 
Crusades With Other Great 
Revivals Before 


When you compare the known 
results of the Billy Graham San 
Francisco crusade with the great 
revivals of the past, it becomes evi- 
dent that Dr. Graham’s campaigns 
do not class with those of Moody, 
Torrey, Billy Sunday, and many 
other evangelists. 


Two hundred outsiders convert- 
ed and joining the churches in 
San Francisco crusade? In the 
little town of Hartford City, In- 
diana, in a Bob Jones revival, the 
churches with 1,600 members re- 
ceived 2,400 new members at the 
close of the four weeks’ campaign. 
The churches increased 150 per 
cent in membership and the town 
was transformed! 

Then in Augusta, Georgia, pas- 
tors told me that in the Mordecai 
Ham revival in that small city, he 
requested pastors not to urge 
church membership until the clos- 
ing Sunday of the crusade. And on 
that one day, as I recall the state- 
ment of the pastors, 3,600 people 
joined the churches as the result 
of the Mordecai Ham crusade. 
These were not “inquirers” in any 
general and indefinite sense. 

In city after city where Billy 
Sunday preached, the saloons were 
closed, the moral tone of the. city 
was. drastically changed. There 
was a moral revolution, an area- 
wide and saturated revival. Noth- 
ing like that happened in San 
Francisco, according to the best 
friends and honest reporters of 
the campaign. 

Two hundred outsiders convert- 
ed (presumably) and joining the 
churches in a great crusade? In 
thousands of relatively small, not 
unusual campaigns the concrete 
results have been more. In an in- 
dependent tent revival in Decatur, 
Texas, I had over 300 people join 
a new church, most of them new 
converts. At Waxahachie, Texas, 
there were nearly 400 from my in- 
dependent revival to form a new 
church. In Sherman, Texas, there 


-were more than 300, and in Dallas, 


Texas, more than 300 additions to 
a new church formed in an inde- 
pendent revival campaign where 
hundreds were converted. In one of 
my revival campaigns at Paris, 
Texas, one church alone baptized 
over 100 converts, 

For twenty-four years I have 
edited a revival weekly. I have 
taught and preached revival. I 
have introduced more evangelists 
to the public than, I suppose, any- 
one else in the brief time. I have 
studied the best of the evangelists. 
And to my knowledge, none of the 
great evangelists have had as rela- 
tively poor results as Dr. Billy 


Graham. The enormous crowds 
look good. The preaching of the 
Gospel sounds good and we are glad 
the Gospel is preached. But God 
does not bless revivals partly con- 
trolled by modernists and unbe- 
lievers as well as revivals con- 
trolled by out-and-out Bible be- 
lievers, fervent Christians. God 
does not bless compromise as well 
as He blesses faithfulness. The 
large outward show pleases the 
newspapers, pleases the general 
public, pleases church leaders who 
are not much offended by the 
preaching and who want the boost 
and endorsement of Christians who 
help in the Billy Graham crusade. 
But the eternal results, we fear, 
are comparatively negligible in 
this percentage of actual conver- 
sions, much fewer than in the kind 
of evangelism made immortal by 
D. L. Moody, R. A. Torrey, Billy 
Sunday, J. Wilbur Chapman, Mor- 
decai Ham, Sam Jones, Bob Jones, 
and others. 


I think it must be obvious that 
if Dr. Graham had gone to San 
Francisco with the sponsorship of 
Bible believers only, and preached 
clearly against modernism and un- 
belief as well as rather indefinite 
and general preaching against sin, 
he would have had more people 
saved and more eternal results for 
God, and the Bible-believing Chris- 
tians and churches would have 
been left prosperous and blessed of 
God. Now there is a trail of com- 
promise, the field is ruined so that 
no other great revivals follow soon 
after Billy Graham revivals, and 
the churches in most cases get no 
more converts than they would 
have gotten through a normal 
course of services without the 
Billy Graham crusade. 


We are not against mass reviv- 
al. We are not minimizing the 
preaching of the Gospel or the sav- 
ing of souls. We are simply saying 
that we believe more people would 
be saved and God would be far 
more honored by obedience to the 
plain Scriptures which forbid us 
to yoke up with unbelievers in re- 
vival efforts. 


CLASSIFIED ADS 


Rates 20c per word, minimum charge, $5. 
Include name, address, city, state in word 
count. Cash to accompany order. No billing 
on classified ads, please, except for custo- 
mers who already have accounts. Copy is 
due three weeks in advance of publication 
date. 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 
A price, binding and style to meet every 
need. Workmanship guaranteed, Write for 
literature: 
Stone Avenue, Greenwood, Mississippi. 


SAVE MONEY 
Buy USED religious and theological books. 
Write for. free catalog. Libraries purchased. 
Kregel’s Book Store, Dept. SL, Grand 
Rapids 6, Michigan. 


RECORDS 
“CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORDINGS” — 
Revival Hour, Haven of Rest, Rudy At- 
wood, Bill Carle, Ralph Carmichael, many 
oeneree Catalog free. Box 667-B, Reseda, 
if. 


FREE GOSPEL SIGNS 
Small metal gospel signs furnished-free to 
anyone who will install them along the 
bighway. We also have some bumper stick- 
ers for your car, which will be furnished 
free to anyone who will put them on. 


Write: Young Sign Co., Sparta, Wisconsin. 


RUBBER STAMPS 
SAVING$~ with our made to order and 
stock rubber stamps, cushioned, indexed, 


guaranteed. 50c a line ($1.00 minimum). 
Quotations given. QUICK PRINT SERV- 
ICE, Dept. R. S., Houghton, New York. 


EARN EXTRA MONEY 
Work full or part time. Receive free auto 
in addition to good income. Write for full 
particulars. Spiceland, Chicago 8, Illinois. 
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man: Roy A Strobeck, Treasurer ; 
A, M. Veltman; Peter Deyneka. 


295th Anniversary Year 


Rusking the Gospel to Russians and Others 


In 1934 the Slavic Gospel Association was organized through prayer under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, to evangelize Russians and others in Europe, ne 
America, Australia, Alaska, Canada and the United States. 


At the present time there are over 100 missionaries, preach- 
ing the Gospel in 24 countries, 
Alaska, Australia and South America as 
soon as their support is pledged. We are sending Bibles, New - 
and Gospel 
other parts of the world. Relief is being sent to sick, needy 
Chritians in Europe. 
sian and Ukrainian are broadcast over 6 radio stations which 
are heard in many parts of the world, 


If the Lord should lead you to have fellowship in the work 
with us, send your gift to: 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Peter Deyneka, General Director 
Dept. L, 2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Chicago 47, Lilinois 
In Canada, 14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ont. 


Executive “Committee: Charles Bodeen, Chairman; Torr 
Lance Latham, Secretary ; 


On request we will send you free our 25th Anniversary issue of the Slavie Gospel 
News. Order NOW Peter Deyneka’s new book MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER, $1.50 


New missionaries are ready 


literature to Slavic countries and 
Over 60 weekly Gospel programs in Rus- 


including the Slavic 


Vice Chair- 
Irving M. Hedstrom; 


ey M. Johnson, 


Norris Bookbinding Company, ~ 
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